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9.9.07—Trial Sermon—
Time To Clean-up the
Temple— Ps 51:2
10.27.13 - Know Down
but Not Out— 1 Cor
9:25/1Peter 5:8-11
6.26.16—God’s Law—
Romans 5:12-21

7.31.16—Choose Your Attitude—Eph 4:22-23/Phil 2:5
2.19.17—No Excuses—1
Cor 1:26-29
7/30/2017—Drive Through
The Storm

WE NEVER WILL FORGET
Reverend Ida Ree Baker
October 1, 1940 August 23, 2019
KIND
SPECIAL
UNIQUE
SOFT SPOKEN
SWEET
CARING

LOVING
GENTLE
GIVING
QUIET
BEAUTIFUL

WITTY

NURTURING

Matthew 7: 24 - 27

6/17/2018 The Process
To My Purpose Jeremiah 18: 1 - 10
9/30/2018—Is Your House
In Order—Matthew 24: 36 51

FAITHFUL
CHRISTIAN
WARRIOR
But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an
evangelist make full proof of thy ministry. For I am now ready to
be offered, and the time of departure is at hand. I have fought a
good fight, I have finished my course and have kept the faith.
2 Timothy – 5-7.
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT
The 175th session on the New England Annual Conference open with the communion Mediation preached by Rev. William Campbell. The Lord blessed him to bless us with the scripture
from Luke 24:17-31; with the tile “Blessed Even in Our Brokenness”. As Christians we have
gone through brokenness. When this happens the Word of God covers us. Bishop Kenneth
Monroe followed the meditation with, “Pray First, Aim High, Stay Focus!”
Vanessa Dorantes, who was nominated by Governor Elect, Ned Lemont to
head the Department of Children and Families, was the guest speaker for the
New England Conference Lay Council Lay Hour. The lay council and all
who attended help to raise over $12,000.00 for the Gertrude Hood Scholarship Fund. This fund helps 25 graduating and returning students with their
education this coming year. Following the lay luncheon elections for lay officers were done. Sis Carolyn Humphrey was un-oppose and will serve another year as our conference lay president.
Rev. Kevin Coakley preached the Annual Message from the book of Luke chapter 1 verses 2638 and the title was “Retooling for a Divine Interruption”. His points of interest were 1) Mary
was Chosen; God moves on our behalf because we were chosen. 2) Mary was Challenged; we
can’t shift without stretching. 3) Mary was Convinced; nothing is impossible without God.
Bishop Proctor spoke later that day form the Book of Genesis 5:20-22. “How to Make Your
Last Days Your Best Days”; “How to Walk with God”. 1) Go in God’s Direction. Let the God
in you take over. 2) Walk at God’s Pace. The steps of a Godley person are ordered by God.
Each step is a development. Don’t lag behind God. 3) Go for the Duration. You can’t give up
in the mist of the journey. Believe God is able to make our last days the best.
Bishop’s Address
Bishop Proctor’s text came from the book of Joshua 17:14-18, titled “Living Up to Our Name,
Can We, Are We Living Up to Our Name?” He posed this question; What are my contributions going to be? Harriet Tubman was more than a conductor of the Underground Railroad;
she understood housing and healthcare. Every picture you see Frederick Douglas in he had on
a suit, shined shoes and he was not smiling. Back then there was nothing to smile about; it was
not a happy time. Bishop Walters was the first president of what we now call “Black Lives Matter”, he fought against lynching.
As I was with Moses, Joshua step out of Jordan onto dry land. If better is possible, good is not
good enough. We must be willing to ask, willing to work, willing to look. Our job is to reach out
and see the possibilities in the mist of complexities. We are to look beyond and see opportunities not as an obstacle. “We Got Next!”. We are determined to live up to our name.
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT
The 51st Session of the General Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church
will take place next year 2020 in Atlanta Georgia. Among others, Rev. Elvin Clayton was elected as alternate for the clergy and Shelley Henry as delegate for the lay.
Rev. Dr. Howard John Wesley, from Alfred St. Baptist Church, Washington, DC. was the guest preacher for Christian Education. “What is the
source of your strength” was the title and the scripture came from Judges
16:15-20. Rev. Wesley stated that your walk-in life is not determined by the
strength in one leg but by the weakness of the other leg. He also said when
you have an assignment, with that comes restrictions. Points to ponder: 1)
Trust the truth. Make decisions on fact not feelings. 2) Don’t be seduced by
success. What are you so good at that you don’t even pray over it anymore? 3) God gives us a
strange source of strength. God is merciful even when we disobey some things. Samson based
his decisions of feelings not fact.
Reverend Jacquelyn King is the prayer coordinator for the New England Conference, she informed us there will be a Prayer Retreat for the 2019-2020 conference year. More information
to come.
Conference Trustee reported that Hood Shaw (Boston District) property was
sold. Blackwell (Hartford District) was given $15,000 which was part of a matching $30,000 grant for the Upper Room. They should be moving in their new
sanctuary late summer or early fall.
Saturday, Christian Education had a special tribute to Tasharah Pearson, outgoing CE Youth President. She has graduated from college and has a job in
Washington DC working with the government computer systems. Please keep this young lady
in prayer as she is growing to be a fine young woman. Rev. Nakeida Bethel-Smith was the
preacher for this part of the conference. Her title text was “Allow me to Reintroduce Myself,
The Retooling Requirement”. Scripture, Ephesians 4:11-16. Points to think about, 1) Allow
God to humble you, to set the stage and to bring you to a place. 2) It is time to reintroduce
yourself to what God would have you to be. 3) Retooling requires sacrifice, and a change in
thinking. Don’t forget where God brought you from. Reintroduction is
about God being Glorified.
State of the Country a report was given by Dr. Sybil Brownlee. Her foundation for her report came from Psalm 15:1-5. Bishop Proctor asked for an
action plan. Dr. Brownlee’s plan is: 1) Pray for our leaders; 2) A statement
of purpose and guidance on the thought and position from Zion and what
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT
should Zion be looking for in our leaders; 3) Attract and retain young adults by making them
leaders, they much to give and would like to serve. 4) End racism – a step-up statement on the
attacks on all people and Jesus. Make a statement on where Zion stands. Bishop Proctor said
he will take this back to the Board of Bishops. He also stated that God is the only one who can
change President Donald Trump. We must be pro-active, not lazy and the African Methodist
Episcopal Zion Church must live up to its name.
Rev. Samual Saylor was assigned the designated Voter Registration person for the conference.
Vote Up 2020 – Tote to Vote – Electoral Manna
Missionary Prayer Program
Mrs. Shelia Monroe, the wife of Bishop Kenneth Monroe spoke for the prayer breakfast. “The
blessings are in the bubbles”. We take for granted our breath which is a gift from God. She engaged us in an activity. Inhale God - exhale by blowing out the bubbles. When the bubbles
burst, say hallelujah. The bubbles are a visual release, it helps to change your continence. God
doesn’t want us to carry the weight of the world, surrender and give God the glory.
The missionary outreach went to Covent to Care for Children which is
based in Hartford. Walters will be giving to this same organization in
the months to come.
This is the year we showed our appreciation with envelopes of love to
the Missionary Supervisor, Mrs. D. Diane Proctor. The Missionary
Department, Lay Council and others gave words of thanks in creative
ways. Wanzana Lamar made lovely back drop to surround Mrs.
Proctors picture. Great Job Zana!
The 175th Session of the New England Conference ended with the Ushers March and Bishop
James C. Walker, Christian Methodist Episcopal Church was our guest for Sunday worship service, and he help give out the appoints. Bishop Kenneth Monroe gave the Sunday message
which came from the Book of John 14:12-14; “ Called to do Miracles”. 1) God called us to do
miracles for miracles bring Glory to God. We should seek to do the will of God with God. 2)
Examine our position. We are not to choose; we are to do miracles to complete the task. 3) We
can’t be satisfied because there is more to do in the mist of trials; Trust God enough to take a
risk.
Humbly Submitted,
Shelley Henry, Delegate
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DEEPING THE SPIRITUAL LIFE OF LAITY...
…Deeping Your Spiritual Life with God
Hebrews 10:24-25 English Standard Version (ESV) 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
Deeping the spiritual life of the laity means getting down and dirty with the Word of God. It
means studying the scriptures to know God; praying without ceasing and having conversations
with God on a regular basis. A conversation means listening as well as talking with God. Deeping Your Spiritual Life means developing your personal relationship with God the Father and
knowing His Son, Jesus the Christ. That’s it! Well that’s easy!
No, that’s not it! It also means becoming more like Christ! We can read the word but if we
don’t apply it to our daily lives it means absolutely nothing.
Yes, for some it is easy. For others, it is not. Staying focus for some is a challenge. Therefore,
we must find creative ways to stay focus. Some must find ways which will keep their interest to
finish what was started. It is just like going to school, every student has their own way of studying. Some read to re-read; others record to listen to later. Some take notes, others need a study
group to lean on. There are the gifted who hear things once and got it. Others must be told repeatedly. Our Creator has made all of us different. We are different in the way we look, act,
receive and give; all aspects of our lives are different from each other. We receive the Word of
God differently. Our relationship with God is different from one person to the next. This is
ok! Thank God, God is God! Otherwise we would have given up on each other.
Deeping the spiritual life of the laity is also accomplished by getting connected with a church
family if you are not already doing so. A church family helps and supports you when things get
rough. Yes! Things do not always go as we would like, and your church family can help you
through the tough times. There is a spiritual connection that is developed during Sunday
School, Bible Study, and Prayer Meetings.
The new stand holding the spiritual books is an aide to help us become deeper involved with
God. This is just one steppingstone to Deeping our spiritual life.

Submitted by
Shelley Henry
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ANYBODY STRUGGLING WITH FORGIVENESS?
I have struggled with it in my lifetime, but right now I know people who just refuse to forgive.
Along with praying for them, I’ve been reading everything I can find. I’d like to share some
food for thought.
Why Do We Find it So Hard to Forgive? Author Rose Sweet says it’s because we really don’t
understand what forgiveness is or how it works. We think we do, but we don’t.
FORGIVENESS IS:
Forgiveness is possible.
Forgiveness is not a one-time event, it is a process, it takes time to work through the hurt, anger, or confusion. It’s not easy, but it’s necessary.
Forgiveness is about changing the way we respond to the person and what they did or said
and stop expecting them to change or thinking we can change them. They may never
change.
Forgiveness is about trusting God to take care of it. If we decide to exact punishment or revenge, we’re basically saying that we don’t trust God to do it.
FORGIVENESS IS NOT:
Forgiveness is not just letting the person off the hook by never dealing with the offence.
Forgiveness is not about tolerating continued lack of respect or any form of abuse. It’s not
saying, “What you did was okay.”
Forgiveness is not thinking that we have to continue the same old friendship. We can forgive
someone even if we need to change the way we interact with them.
Forgiveness does not mean forgetting! EVERY TIME the thoughts of the past return, you
will have to remind yourself that you have already forgiven them.

For God’s sake, not people’s sake, we are to forgive unconditionally as He forgives us unconditionally. The way you will find the love to forgive those who have hurt you is NOT based on
your love for them, but by your love for the Father! To forgive those who hurt us, we must do it
to reflect and glorify GOD.
Dr. Robert Enright-pioneer in the scientific study of forgiveness tells us that…Forgiveness depends on your relationship with Christ. The more you come to know and love Him, the more
you will want to do what pleases Him. Make the choice to forgive, to at least try.
Submitted by
Stephanie Francis
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WHY DO I ...
As the elected delegate of Walters Memorial, I am always please to serve in this capacity. Contrary to what some might believe, I was not always a willing participate or should I say a willing
worker. I thought going to annual conference, district conference or any connectional meetings
or forums was a wait of time. I also thought there is absolutely no room in our churches for
politics. Basically, I thought church was for the local congregation; and there is no reason to go
any further to be spiritually fed or why do I need to know the happenings of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church; all I needed to know was located within the four walls of my local
church.
I have heard people say we are a Connectional Church. This had no meaning to me until I
started attending these meetings/services and hearing about the wonderful things our great
church of Zion was doing and continues to do. Connectional had no meaning until I started
meeting people from the different Episcopal areas and sharing their ministries and spiritual
walk. All encounters are not all happy encounters. There have been some rough times, tough
conversations, awkward moments that seem to last way too long. No matter how high the spirit;
I learned something. No matter how awkward the moment, I learned something. No matter
what, God was and is in the mist.
I learned it is not a waste of time and politics is in every walk of life. Some politics are to keep
us aware of our surroundings so not to fall into a pit. Other politics are to make sure we are
not forced by others to go backwards. And then there are some politics to keep our A.M.E. Zion structure strong.
As I attend these meetings, I’m amazed at the wealth of information that is within Zion. The
learning institutions we have are thriving, we have dedicated general officers, passionate Episcopal Leaders. We have awesome Bishops, Presiding Elders, preachers and teachers; lay and
clergy.
I’m a delegate because it is an honor to represent Walters and you. I’m a delegate because this
is one of the best ways to know the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. I’m a delegate
because I Love my church and I Love the Church.
Submitted by,
Shelley Henry
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PARENT’S DAY
Saturday, July 27, 2019 , around 120 people gathered in Walters Center to recognize exemplary parents from Bridgeport area. Eleven couples from different backgrounds and
faiths, single parents, adoptive parents and families large and small were honored in this
event, that celebrated good parenting and the contributions that parents make to our society. Thankfully we have organizations such as the Family Federation of CT. and Universal Peace Federation to help guide and encourage parents.
An honorable letter from Hon. Jim Hines, Member of Congress 4th District CT. Rev.
Glenn Pettway, Asst. Pastor of Friendship Baptist Church in Stratford, CT. gave the Invocation that was followed by welcoming remarks from Rev. Carolyn Rogers representing
Walters Mem. A.M.E. Zion Church. There was a variety of entertainment. Fr. Michael
Jenkins gave an overview of the significance of Parents Day. The Hon. Joseph Ganim,
mayor of Bridgeport congratulated the parents.
A special honor was given to Century and Donna which nominated them as Parents of
the year!
Submitted by:
Rev. Carolyn Rogers

You, the parent, are your child's first
teacher and his best teacher. It's an
awesome responsibility, but one that
brings immeasurable rewards.
Jacquie McTaggart
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WALTERS REPRESENTS at the
29TH QUADRENNIAL CONVENTION
WOMEN’S HOME & OVERSEAS MISSIONARY SOCIETY
AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL ZION CHURCH
ORLANDO, FLORIDA
By Vanessa Clayton
Week #1 is over! The Emma B. Watson Institute (July 7-11), was held at the Rosen Centre, to
provide orientation to the Overseas Delegates and Field Workers, mostly from Africa and the
Caribbean this time, has concluded. It has been a long but rewarding experience meeting and
interacting with the 50 women who came to report and participate in this Convention. worship,
workshops, field trips and a preview to the main event was well put together by our 1ST Vice
President, Renee Pullen.

Each Department Head, including myself, did a workshop for these delegates – some
first timers to the U.S. They were eager to learn and share. My workshop gave them an opportunity to explain how the Life Member funds were used in their countries. For the most part it
was for educational purposes like we do here, but some confessed that their funds were used
for other mission projects, but now that they know the facts, they will suggest changes when
they return home. They also wrote “Heart Notes” to thank the missionaries in America for investing in the Heart for Overseas Missions stoles, which provide them with brand new stoles in
large quantities. The needs are ongoing because many of their churches are growing tremendously, and everyone wants a stole. We are planning to keep in touch, like pen pals from now
on.
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Week #2 begins! Friday the 12th was moving day to the Rosen Shingle Creek Hotel. On Saturday we began “Shining at the Shingle”, where all 24 Executive Board
members were on hand to meet and greet the delegates, guests and vendors
wearing our gold light up hats. Just in case we were on assignment elsewhere, our
cardboard cutouts were posted in the halls leading to the Registration area. The
Convention Jingle was sung at various times to the tune: “This Old Man” Mis-

sionary sisters, shining at the shingle, in Orlando – ready to mingle. (Chorus) Yes
shining at the Shingle, we’re gonna have a ball, Giving God our all and all. 2. Can
-di-dates offering to serve, sharing their platform with a curve. (Chorus) 3. On a
mission – to do His will, making laws and passing bills. (Chorus)
Rev. Clayton was on hand to greet the first of Walters’ members to arrive and check in –
the Wilders: Derrick Sr. & Cynthia (Chaperones), Frances & Derrick Jr. (Youth), who were already in Florida having attended a Family Reunion. Later, arriving by plane, were Sallie Cunningham, Hartford District YAMS Coordinator, Delegate; Donna Gamble, New England Conference Delegate; registered Observers: Terri Williams. Local YAMS Coordinator & Charita
Gant, Local Youth Secretary; Chaperones: Pamela Sanders, Dasha Spell & Barbara Hatten;
Youth: Matthew Williams, Christian Sanders, Kaylah Hatten; and Buds: Maya Gamble. Ke’ri
Riddick & Angela Lofton. Nineteen (19) members of Walters Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church
were present and ready to participate in the full itinerary.
On Saturday evening the spectacular Adlise Ivey Porter Expo (to salute the outgoing President) was held, featuring a Concert
with Gospel recording artists, Ernest Pugh and Regina Belle.

Sunday was full with three (3) services:
Worship & Communion Service – Bishop Seth O. Lartey, Host Bishop, brought a powerful
sermon. The Music Ministry was led throughout the week by Ingrid Faniel, Hartford District Mission Education Director; accompanied by Rev. Monica Marshall on the organ
and Pastor Elvin Clayton on lead guitar.
Grand Opening Session
Grand Processional: Parade of Banners, Board of Bishops Executive Board Members
past & present
President Sandra Gadson’s Report
Ecumenical Greetings
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Life Members Celebration
• This is the time that all Delegates and members gather for the Candlelight March, wearing
our stoles, holding our candles high and singing “We are Marching in the Light of God”.
After the lengthy processional of hundreds of women, it was my night to preside and
report. Among the participants was soloist, Mrs. Valarie Collins, Treasurer of the Hartford District WH&OMS. Awards were given and the North Eastern Episcopal District
fared well:
• Alice Johnson of the Camden District, New Jersey Conference received The Medis
G. Warren Award for outstanding service as a District Life Member Chairman.
• Marcella Shelton of the Westchester District, New York Conference received a trophy for 2nd Place in number of stoles for this quadrennium.
• Receiving the Medallion for investing in three (3) Heart for Overseas Missions stoles
during the quadrennium in the Hartford District were Rev. Elvin Clayton, Virginia
Percy and Lillian Reason.
As we sang “Throw out the Lifeline”, many waved the embroidered white handkerchiefs made by our very own Shelley and Tanaya Henry. It was a sight to behold.
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After this very long day we gathered for a reception in the Clayton suite to relax and reflect.
Monday morning marked the Official Organization of the Convention with the seating of the
Delegates. I chaired the Rules Committee, so once passed we were on our way to conduct the
business at hand.

Additional activities:
Buds Camp all day
Overseas Luncheon
YAMS Celebration & Social

Tuesday was a full day which included the
following:
Buds Camp
Bible Study
Business Session
Agape Luncheon
Buds Celebration
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Youth Program
Kaylah on program to read her acrostic poem – C-O-M-M-I-T-M-E-N-T
Frances on program to do a Christian Comedy Skit
Late Night Youth Activity – Supreme Party Machine
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Wednesday (Color Day – Departmental colors)
Buds Camp
Bible Study
Business Session
Workshops
Outreach Activities
Up Orlando – Youth
No Child Hungry - All
Late Night Youth Activity

Quadrennial Banquet
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The last official day includes one of the highlights of the Convention – Election of Officers:
Newly Elected
Sandra Crowder, International President (Mid Atlantic Episcopal District)
Verdelle Cunningham, General Treasurer (North Eastern Episcopal District)
Melva Polk-Wright, General Secretary of Youth (Mid Atlantic Episcopal District)
Jo-Ann Monroe, General Secretary Bureau of Supply (North Eastern Episcopal District)
Incumbents Reelected
Angela Davis-Baxter, 1st Vice President (South Atlantic Episcopal District)
Renee Felton-Pullen, 2nd Vice President (Mid Atlantic Episcopal District)
Chantay Bouler, General Recording Secretary (South Atlantic Episcopal District)
Dr. Joy Kennedy, General Coordinator of YAMS (Piedmont Episcopal District)
Cynthia Revels-Young, General Superintendent of Buds (Mid-West Episcopal District)
Vanessa Clayton, General Chairman, Life Members Council (North Eastern Episcopal District)
Jacqueline Anthony, Director of Communications (Piedmont Episcopal District)
This was the sixth Quadrennial Convention I have attended, however, my first as a
General Officer. What an honor and privilege it is to serve our church at this level. It was an
amazing experience, yet humbling and a lot of work. In future issues I will highlight Resolutions passed and the new Study Theme.
Thank you Walters for making it possible for our children, youth and young adults to
attend. You are the best church family in Zion. I will close with some of their words:

***************************************************************************

Hello Walters Family
Thank you for the opportunity to go to the Missionary Conference. I really enjoyed Youth
Day and had lots of fun in the pool.
Matthew Williams
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Angela Lofton
My week started off with a group talk with the other kids. I enjoyed three things when we went
to Florida: learning new songs, practicing for the celebration, and dancing. I really enjoyed the
time I spent with my friends from church, especially in the pool.

The Quadrennial Missionary Convention was a pleasure and an honor to attend. I loved
the Outreach activity that allowed us to help a local food pantry with fellow youth, stocking and
helping move supplies with the workers. It was great to know I was helping out in a small way. I
also enjoyed the church, missionary and the buds, & youth services I attended. It was nice to see
expressed gratitude for the retiring Mrs. Vickie Breaux and all her work for us. The youth night
out was fun with the game truck and food and meeting other youth across Zion. I would also
like to take a moment for my church family of Walters along with first lady Mrs. Clayton who
made it possible for us to attend, it is something I will always remember.
Christian Sanders

Maya Gamble
When I was in Florida at the Missionary Convention it was amazing. I went to the Buds of
Promise workshops and I learned scriptures and was given information about our church history. We had the chance to stand on stage in front of 100’s of people and perform the song
Love Theory. I received my green stole.
I also helped pack lunches for the homeless it was an AWESOME experience.

To be honest Florida was a great experience to have. As far as the youth program goes, it has
made me think of some things I do in my life as a youth. Three things I have learned from
this conference is to slay for the Lord; don’t be ashamed how you worship; and how to give
God thanks for all He has done in your life. The powerful testimonies I heard really moved
me and has made me realize what I should be thankful for in my life. And with the poem I
wrote it wasn’t just me but with the help of God I wrote it and it really inspires my commitment to God as I go on my mission as a youth.
So Mrs. Clayton I thank you and my Walters family
trip. God bless each and every one of you. Kaylah Hatten

for the high opportunity of this
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WALTERS FAMILY GOES TO JAMAICA
Almost one year ago a group a group of Walters members, some family and a few friends
planned a trip to the Dominican Republic, however, after much concern about the unexplained illnesses and deaths occurring there several months ago we decided to change their
destination to the same resort in Jamaica, rather than cancelling the trip all together.

22 members, family and friends of Walters left for a week of fun in the Caribbean sun. The
weather forecast for the week was rain, but in Jamaica that usually means about 15-30 minutes
of rain. We actually had 7 days of mostly bright, glorious sunshine with a few showers mixed
in.
The vacation began with a warm Palladium Welcome Reception for us, “The Walters Family,”
complete with mouth-watering island favorites such as rice and peas, boiled yam, fried fish, jerk
and curried chicken, steamed vegetables and more... Followed by a scrumptious array of tropical fruits surrounded by cakes, cookies, and other tasty treats, live music and a fire show.
Many of us started each day at the gym. Several started their days at the beach, and a few even
slept in. Most of us eventually made our way to the breakfast buffet at 900 a.m. The staff was
willing to arrange tables so we could all sit together each morning. That turned out to be such a
warm and special way to start the day, “Family Style.” Not to mention the never-ending buffet!
Everything you could possibly want for breakfast, but the favorite, hands down was the ackee
and salt fish!
Continues on page 18

SALLIE
Sallie Cunningham is shown much love at the Hartford District Missionary Mass Meeting on July 23, 2019. She has given the Missionary department over 30 years of dedicated service as the coordinator of the Young
Adult Missionary Society. Sallie retired from her secular job last year, so
she decided to lighten the load a little more. We are sadden by her decision but she has promised us she will not be far from her first love.
She will continue to be active here at Walters as president of Missionaries. Our prayers are with you Sallie. Thank you for all you
have done.
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WALTERS FAMILY GOES TO JAMAICA
“Breaking bread together at breakfast and the fellowship was the best part of each day for me,”
said, Andrea N., close friend of Terri W. “My son and I felt just like family.”
“I think what we enjoyed most was the fellowship, spending time together for meals and at the

beach. The people were so warm and welcoming. The staff went out of the way to try and accommodate us” added Pam S.”
After breakfast we all usually went the beach, where cool turquoise water rippled across the soft
warm sand continuously...The children spent most of their days at what must be the World’s
Largest Pool. When they were hungry, they would stop into the lunch buffet or hang out in the
sports lounge. Once in a while they would stop by the beach where we were, just to make sure
we were okay, I think they were surprised to find that we were having as much, if not more fun
than they were!
Christian S. added, “The best part of my vacation was the endless food and hanging out all day

with the other kids.”
Cynthia W. said, “I enjoyed a lot of things, the days at the beach, the time we spent at the spa,

and the shows every night, but my favorite thing was “White Night”, everyone dressed in white
for a beach party complete with a fire show, dancing and lots of fun for all ages.” Even the
younger ones enjoyed it!
We really felt more and more like family each day. Spending so much time together; 7 glorious
days of lounging, sharing stories and life lessons, laughing at ourselves and each other, talking
about everything and practicing our Jamaican patois. All the while being truly grateful for all of
God’s blessings.
Submitted by
Stephanie Francis
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SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL SESSION
This summer the Young Adult Sunday school class embarked on something different. We took
time from our regular Sunday school lesson to feed the homeless under the bridge on John St.,
in Bridgeport. On the second Saturday of the month we made at least 85 bag lunches which
consist of a ham/cheese or turkey /cheese sandwich, chips, bottled water, our daily bread and
information about our church and the free clothing drive. One Sunday we had handed out toiletries along with the bag lunches. For that day of giving Maya Gamble and Matthew Williams
help bag up toothpaste, toothbrushes, shavers, deodorant, and toilet paper. Thank you, Maya
and Matthew, a job well done and greatly appreciated.
We continued our summer with lay academies every other Sunday for the month of July and
August. The first Sunday I presented to the class “Protocol”. We talked about the proper way
to address leaders of our church and the order their names would go on a program cover. As
most times in this class the questions always seem to divert in another direction, thank God Pastor Clayton to answer the pastoral questions. The following Sundays we studied Zion’s Historical Catechism, edited by Raymond E. Hunt and Renate Lee. This turned out to be fun, lively
and eye opening for all of us. Here are a few comments from the group about Zion’s Historical
Catechism. Centry Gamble said, “we reviewed the historical foundations of the church and how
it evolved into the A.M.E. Zion Church of today”. Tanaya Henry said “it was fun! We had a
chance to test our bible skills and Google search skills at the same time.
Stephine Francis; “I
only attended one session, but the content was very interesting, and the questions were challenging.”
Submitted by
Shelley Henry
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DATES TO REMEMBER
Quarterly Conference Dates:
Monday September 9, 2019 @ 6:00pm
Monday January 13, 2020 @ 6:00pm
Monday May 11, 2020 @ 6:00pm
Walters’ Lay Academy
Saturdays 11:00am-12 noon
October 12, 2019
February 22, 2020
May 23, 2020
Christian Education @ Walters’
Sunday School Kickoff—Sept. 8, 2019—June 28, 2020
Trunk or Treat - October 31, 2019
Christmas Extravaganza—Sunday December 22, 2019
Black History Celebration—Sunday February 23,
2020
Resurrection Sunday Celebration—Sunday April 12,
2020

District & Conference Events
2nd Missionary Mass Meeting/Spottswood
September 14, 2019 @ 9:30am
1st Check-up Meeting/Columbus Ave, Boston, MA. September 28, 2019
Alton F. Brooks Lay Honoree Program/Cross
St - November 2, 2019
NED Restoration Summit & Ordination
October 24-26, 2019
Missionary Mass Meeting/Buds Round Up/
Met - December 7, 2019 @ 9:30am

HD Conference/Missionary Mass Meeting
March 12-14, 2020/Spottswood

ZION’S HISTORICAL CATECHISM
Here are some of the questions the Sunday school class discussed during the summer. Lets
have some fun! Answer one or more of the questions, give your answer to Shelley or Stephanie
and your name and answer will go in the next newsletter. The answers will be in the Old Testament. Googling will be the easy way.
1. What is a Church?
2. Among what group of people was the first Church of which record is made in the bible?
3. Canaan was referred to as?
4. What group of Canaanites established the Church?
5. When was the Church first made known?
6. In what city was the Canaanite Church located?

