
Greetings  

Walters Church Family. 

 

The Heat Beat of Walters is 

long over due.  I will do my 

best to catch you up on what 

has been happening and a 

few things we have been fo-

cusing on. 

 

Before we look back at the 

happenings of Walters Me-

morial these past several 

months;  

 

Lets thank God for all He 

has done for us. 
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WITH HEARTFELT APPRE-

CIATION 

Thank You, Lord, for this 

godly man, Rev. Elvin Clay-

ton. 

You’ve gifted to lead our 

church; for his heart to wor-

ship, to teach, to reach out, to 

comfort, and to encourage.   

Refresh, renew, protect, and 

provide for him daily.  Em-

power Rev. Clayton by Your 

Spirit to fulfill His calling for 

Your glory.  Amen. 

YOUR APPRECIATED 

Laity Newsletter 

Lets thank God for bring-

ing us through some stuff.   

Lets praise Him for all He 

is going to do.  

 

Lets give God glory for 

being who He is and lov-

ing us so much that He 

gave us His only Son, Je-

sus the Christ.  Who was 

born of the virgin Mary.   

 

And God, almighty and as 

awesome as He is, thought 

it not robbery to send His 

Son, Jesus the Christ to  

suffer and die on a cross 

so our souls would be 

saved from damnation.   

 

Lets thank God that Jesus 

ROSE from the dead and 

is ALIVE today.   

 

Let us thank God for 

sending us the Comforter 

to dwell with us during this 

time on earth. 

 

Lord God, we give you the 

highest praise;  

 

HALLALUAH! 

      HALLALUAH!!   

            HALLALUAH!!!  

 TO OUR PASTOR’S WIFE 

 

Mrs. Vanessa Clayton 

 It takes a special person to 

be a pastor’s wife.  For it is 

not an easy task or a simple 

way of life. The phone of-

ten rings at dinner time. 

Vacations, they are few. 

With so many needs in our 

church there is always lots 

to do.  When people need 

a helping hand on you they 

can depend. For you always 

try to do your best to be a 

faithful friend.  

So, Mrs. Clayton, keep this 

in a special place so you 

will always know you are a 

special gift from God who 

is appreciated so 



to get through tough times. These im-

postors see this and take advantage of 

this to manipulate your thinking. They 

will tell you there’s no way out, or they 

will tell you to do certain things that you 

know are not right and should not be 

doing. They are deceiving others but are 

also deceiving themselves because 

they’re cheating themselves out of an 

eternal life with God. These people are 

seducers and they make others believe 

that things that are true and right are 

false and wrong. They make an illusion 

that the errors, bad ways, and ungodli-

ness are sincere and true.   

 

These impostors are weak-minded peo-

ple, but as for you, it goes on to say, con-

tinue in what you have learned and have 

been convinced of. Keep the faith that 

you have learned. As believers, we have 

learned about God’s word, God’s will, 

God’s love, God’s commandments, 

God’s way. And we have been con-

vinced, through our trials and tribula-

tions, that God’s way is the only way. 

We have overcome our struggles and 

have no other real explanation for how 

we got it done, but God. We sometimes 

think that we got through the storm on 

our own with no help from God. But 

God was the one to place people, things, 

obstacles in the way to ensure that it all 

works together for your good. And in 

the end, God has been in the midst the 

entire time. He’s the one to get you 

through it. His way, his plans, his love is 

what got you through it. God’s love per-

severed when hate tried to take over 

your life. God’s will was reflected when 

you thought it was over for you and you 

thought the devil defeated you. He says 

in Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans 

I have for you.” There are no mistakes 

when God is in it.  

Finally, the last line says, “because you 

know those from whom you learned it.” 

Now we may have learned a lot from 

our parents, grandparents, special peo-

ple in our lives that have been praying 

for us, our mentors, Sunday school 

teachers, our pastor, but know that the 

most important teacher you’ve had who 

has the most perfect qualifications is 

God, the Holy Spirit, the Almighty 

Heavenly Father. He has taught us that 

He will never leave us nor forsake us. 

And I say He because if we read the 

word and learn the word, we know that 

it states that God is the word, therefore 

the Word is our teacher. Let’s continue 

with the Word.  

Let’s keep our faith and live productive-

ly by doing good and not evil, by being 

honest and not lying, by loving and not 

hating, by being committed and submis-

sive and not disloyal, by being support-

ive and not judgmental, by seeking and 

sharing the Word more each day and 

not suppressing it. We are believers of 

God, so let’s not get deceived into being 

anything else.  

 

Always remember 1 Corinthians 13:13 

“And now these three remain: Faith, 

Hope and Love. But the greatest of 

these is Love.” 

 

Thank you. 

 

Presented and written by  

Yasmina Delacruz 
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Topic: 

Guiding Believers to Sure Faith and 

Productive Living 

 

The scripture I was asked to focus on 

tonight is 2 Timothy 3:13-14 and it 

reads 

“…while evil men and impostors will 

go from bad to worse, deceiving and 

being deceived. But as for you, con-

tinue in what you have learned and 

have become convinced of, because 

you know those from whom you 

learned it.” 

 

Let’s dive right in and decipher this 

scripture for us to understand it a 

little better.  

The evil men and impostors which 

are mentioned in the scripture are 

not only those monsters in life and 

society who have always done evil 

things. But instead it’s referring to all 

people who are now evil and are be-

coming worse in the things they do. 

These quote on quote evil people are 

those who are living a life of sin and 

are getting worse because they are 

deceiving others. It’s referring to im-

postors, those people perpetrating a 

fraud and acting like they are good by 

being around others who know and 

serve God. These people at some 

point in their lives may have known 

and/or served God themselves, but 

have turned to evil and wicked ways.  

These impostors will walk and live 

among the righteous to try to deceive 

them to get them to do things that 

they know God has told them not to 

do. We can have an impostor sitting 

among us right now and not know it. 

That impostor could have lied to you 

about what’s going on so that your 

thoughts of God changes. We are 

quick to turn to others and get their 

opinion on how to do things and how 
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PRAYER LINE  

Topic: 

Assisting Believers with Discharging 

Their Duties  

 

 

2 Timothy 4:1-2 (NIV) 
 

(V1) In the presence of God and of 

Jesus Christ, who will judge the living 

dead and in the view of his appearing 

and his kingdom.  I give you this 

charge. 

 

***This scripture is to remind us as 

Christians not to pass judge-

ment.  Lets not judge others by their 

appearance, fail expression, hearsay, 

their lack of conversation or assump-

tions.  I believe as Christians we may 

forgot for a QUICK second that we 

are Christians and immediately begin 

to pass judgement.   

 

Matthew 7: 1-2 Helps us Remember 
the following 

 

(V1) Do not judge or you too will be 

judged.  (V2) For in the same way 

you judge others.  You will be judges 

and with the same measures you use, 

it will be measured to you.   

 

Matthew 7: 3-5 Takes the reminding 
us even further 

 

(V3) Why do you look at the speck of 

saw suit in you brother/neigh/family/

friend's eye and pay no attention to the 

plank/issues/baggage in you own 

eye.  (V4) When all the time there is 

plank in your own eye. (V5) You hypo-

crite fist took the pink out of your own 

eye. The you will see clearly to assist 

with removing the speck from you 

brother's eye.  

 

(V2) Preach the world be prepared "in 

season and out of season" Cor-

rect, rebuke, encourage with the 

great patience and careful instructions. 

 

***Lets always be prepared. Let’s be 

doctrine ready to teach/advocate about 

being a Christian child of God.  Lets not 

forget that sometimes all it takes can be. 

listening ear.   

 

***As Individuals/Christians we are out 

in the community, on our jobs, at the 

grocery store at the malls and most im-

portantly at/in Church.  We are con-

necting with our friend’s families, loved 

ones and ones that may not love 

us.  During these times we have plenty 

of opportunity to share the gospel/the 

word.  We have to always be ready no 

matter the season.    

 

Lastly, Before I go I would like to leave 

You with a friendly reminder or an old 

concept. 

"Not Judging a Book By it Cover" 

 

It is simple lets not shy away from 

someone who looks like they are 

having a bad day, an assumption or 

hearsay.  Let’s be Christians greet 

them with a hello, a smile, friendly 

gesture or a hug.  Ask them how 

they are doing.  You never know 

what they are going through, "what's 

in their book". 

 

Pastor once said during a Sunday 

Sermon if you want a smile, some-

times you have to give a smile. 

 

Thank you! 

~GOD BLESS~ 

 

Presented and written by 
April Floyd 

Walters Prayer Line  

has a new call in number. 

1-605-475-4120 

Access code number 

1200060# 

6:00am—6:15am 

Keep your mind stayed on Jesus.   

Join use on the  prayer line as we pray 

for the new sanctuary.  Let’s take this 

time to worship, praise and pray as a 

family each morning at 6:00am.   

Yes we are praying for a new sanctuary.  

We are thanking God in advance for 

our new sanctuary.  We are praying for 

the materials it takes to put it together.  

The people involved to make it all 

happen.  We are praying for each 

other and ourselves.  We are pray-

ing for God to guide us every step 

of the way; that He will find favor 

with us and grant us all that we 

need. 

Join us as we continue to knock on 

God’s door  with pray.   
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WALTERS’ YOUTH 

WALTERS YOUTH ASCEND ON 

THE NEW YORK CONFERENCE 

YOUTH RETREAT 

 

BY  

VANESSA CLAYTON,  

MISSION EDUCATION  

DIRECTOR 

 

On January 13, 2018, a cold, 

crisp winter morning, the Youth and 

Young Adult Missionaries gathered 

in the church parking lot ready and 

anxious to travel to the New York 

Conference YOUth Missionary Vic-

tory Day Retreat. It was hosted by 

Greater Centennial A.M.E. Zion 

Church in Mount Vernon, NY. 

Three over packed vehicles driv-

en by Terri Williams, Vanessa Clay-

ton and Derrick Wilder, Sr. pulled 

out @ 7:30 AM and caravanned to 

the event. The total traveling from 

Walters was 19. It promised to be an 

energy-packed day of service and 

“Personal Instruction”, the Mission-

ary Study Component for this Con-

ference Year. 

Upon arrival we were greeted 

warmly and took up two whole tables 

as the fellowship hall was quickly fill-

ing up. They had to put up more ta-

bles to accommodate the large num-

ber of Youth, their leaders and the 

adult Department Heads who were in 

attendance. 

This retreat is modeled after the 

General “Y” Retreat that was first 

held on the campus of Livingstone 

College. Its purpose was and still is to 

address many of the contemporary 

problems and spiritual needs of our 

YOUth, to explore Christian solu-

tions to the same, to foster their per-

sonal Christian development, gener-

ate a greater sense of missions, 

broaden their circle of friendship and 

heighten their Christian commitment. 

And it did all that and more! 

Following Registration and break-

fast the program began with Praise 

& Worship and the Litany; fol-

lowed by an inspiring praise dance 

by the host Youth. Introductions of 

guests in attendance followed, 

which included Mrs. Shirley Jack-

son, NY Conference Director of 

Mission Education, several District 

Officers from the NY Conference; 

Ms. Shelby Adams, Hartford Dis-

trict Youth Secretary; a couple of 

former Connectional Officers who 

served on the Executive Board of 

the Women’s Home & Overseas 

Missionary Society; and yours truly, 

Current Connectional Officer – 

General Chairman of the Life 

Members Council. 

Next the Guest Facilitator was 

introduced, none other than one of 

my sisters on the Executive Board - 

Mrs. Vicki Breaux, General Secre-

tary, Youth Missionaries of the 

WH&OMS of the AME Zion 

Church, who flew in from Baton 

Rouge, LA. Her opening message 

was entitled, “Personal Instructions 

– Follow Me”. She did an outstand-

ing job of capturing the attention of 

all in attendance. She began by 

thanking everyone who participated 

in the “My Livingstone” Victory 

Project, which culminated in the 

Youth Department collecting and 

presenting $17,500 to Livingstone 

College kicking off their Music 

Legacy “Steinway Project” Cam-

paign. It is with pride that I report 

that Walters Youth raised and do-

nated $205 towards this effort, put-

ting them in the Bronze Level. A 

Memorial Celebration followed at 

the cemetery in Salisbury, NC for 

Victoria Richardson, founder of 

the Youth Missionary Department. 

The remainder of the day in-

cluded Real Talk – Keeping It 100 

by a Law Enforcement Panel, Out-

reach Project recipients from a 

Youth Shelter, No Bully Zone and 

an Icebreaker where the youth 

learned each other’s names. Our 

Youth will tell you in their own 

words what they learned and how 

they felt about the day: 

Kaylah Hattan – “When I 

went to the New York Youth 

Convention from bullying to 

learning about the truth from our 

black police officers; but ‘til this 

day I still have my opinions about 

these topics. But it’s always good 

to listen and learn something be-

fore having an opinion. Like I am 

saying I recommend doing this 

again because it is good for our 

youth to learn as we grow, going 

into our next stages of growing up 

together.” 

Derrick Wilder, Jr. – “It was 

fun because there were activities 

we did. We were playing [a 

game] on a website called Ka-

hoot! It is a learning website. We 

played it to learn more about bul-

lying. We also did a name game. 

One person said their name and 

the next had to say everyone’s 

before them. It was hard because 

I was 2
nd
 to last. We also did lis-

tening exercises: one involved 

folding paper into a t-shirt; the 

other was to find a match by a 

person whose [character card] 

goes together with your person. 

So in conclusion, the NY Retreat 

experience was amazing.” 

Nishyra Gamble – “I learned 

that it is not right to judge people 

by their color, you should love 

them as they are. We played Ka-

hoot, a game about bullying peo-

ple. Then we met the 1
st
 lady K9 

officer and her police dog. She 

told him what to do [and he 

obeyed].” 

Matthew Williams – “I 

learned about bullying and we 

took a test to learn about differ-

ent ways bullying occurs. Also 
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how important it is to follow instruc-

tions and to listen if we want to be 

successful and do things right. I 

learned about how it is important to 

follow instructions from God in and 

for our life.” 

Ashley Gant – “First we had a 

lesson about [personal] instruction, if 

we could listen and understand what 

she said and follow her directions. 

We also got into the topic Bullying 

and played a game called Kahoot [on 

our phones]. It was questions like, 

‘Do you know the percentage of dif-

ferent races getting bullied and what 

cyber bullying is?’ Then officers 

came in and talked about what we 

should do if a police officer was to 

stop us.” 

Nathan Wilder – “We all had a 

great time. We started off with 

breakfast; after, we went over a les-

son on following directions. We all 

stood in a circle and had to say our 

name and where we were from and 

the person next to you would have to 

do the same. Eventually the last per-

son would have to say all of the 

names of the people in the circle. 

We had some guest speakers – a 

policeman/women and representa-

tives from a detention center. Then 

we had lunch and played a game 

called Kahoot about all the ways 

someone can be bullied. Finally, we 

took a big picture and went our sepa-

rate ways.” 

Kyler Jean-Baptiste – “We 

talked about following instructions 

like making sure you listen closely 

enough to make sure you get the 

problem right; and we talked about 

how all types of bullying can hurt 

equally – there is no form of bullying 

that could hurt less than the other.” 

Stephen Gamble – “I learned 3 

main parts on our retreat: bullying, 

following directions, and what to do 

when you get pulled over by the 

cops. Bullying has a big effect grow-

WALTERS’ YOUTH 

ing up going into middle and high 

school. There are 4 types: verbal, 

emotional, cyber and physical. 

Verbal bullying is name calling, 

threatening, nasty or hurtful com-

ments, racial slurs and rude re-

marks. Emotional bullying is 

spreading rumors, leaving people 

out, gossiping, harming someone’s 

reputation and ignoring. Cyber 

bullying is using the internet to 

send nasty messages, spread ru-

mors, inappropriate emails, and 

sharing private information. Physi-

cal is hitting, kicking, pushing, 

hurting or slapping. Following di-

rections is important in life be-

cause if you don’t follow them cor-

rectly you could take a bad turn. 

We also had a shelter visit us. It 

wasn’t a bad shelter but it gave 

young teens a 2
nd
 chance at life.” 

Ciera Johnson – “I had a 

good time at the church center. I 

liked the breakfast and lunch. We 

played Kahoot about bullying. I 

know God is great and I know 

God cares about us and loves us 

and prays for us.”  

Kanye Jean-Baptiste – “We 

learned about bullying. We also 

learned that they turned a home-

less dog into a police dog.”  

Frances Wilder – “We 

learned what to do when the police 

pulls you over: 1. Don’t talk back; 

2. If you record stay out of the 

space; and 3. Don’t lie, always tell 

the truth so you don’t get into 

more trouble. We played Kahoot 

which we learned about different 

types of bullying and what to do 

when others are getting bullied. 

We played the circle game where 

we had to remember what the peo-

ple in front of you said, like a 

memory game. We met a police-

man and policewoman who was 

the first black female chief in that 

town; and a female officer with a 

police dog. We folded a $20 bill into 

the shape of a shirt, but 1
st
 we were 

given directions verbally; if we didn’t 

get it we were given the written direc-

tions to follow. 

Javon Baker – “I had a bigger 

part to do when everyone was intro-

ducing themselves. Of course I had 

to be the last person in the circle to 

call out names from the beginning to 

the end. But I’m glad they helped 

me out because I know I would not 

remember by heart. My favorite part 

about what I learned was about bul-

lying. But anyway it was a long day 

but it was also a fun retreat to go to.” 

This retreat took place during 

Victory Weekend, the annual cele-

bration time for the Youth Mission-

aries whose Motto is “Ambassadors 

for Christ” with their Watchword as 

“Christ for Every Youth, Every 

Youth for Christ”. They wear their 

colors proudly – navy blue (truth, 

loyalty) and gold (heaven, honor). 

Charita Gant is Walters Youth 

Secretary. She traveled to the Retreat 

and made sure our youth were fully 

engaged. She is making plans for a 

Youth Shut-in at Walters as part of 

our Victory Celebration. The Buds 

and Youth celebrated their anniver-

sary days on January 28
th
, where they 

were in charge of the entire service. 

However, the Youth always extend 

themselves to do more. Stay tuned.  



Topic:  

Helping Believer Discover the Power 
of God’s Word 

The Key Scripture is: 2 Timothy 3:16-

17 verses (NRSV) 

16.  All scripture is inspired by 

God and is useful for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, and for train-

ing in righteousness. 

17.  So that everyone who belongs 

to God may be proficient, equipped 

for every good work.     

Paul’s Pastoral Letter in 2 Timothy 

assumes many aspects of a final testa-

ment where he warns Timothy of 

problems to come; i.e. False Teach-

ers.   

I wrestled with the topic the Pastor 

gave me for quite some time.  The 

problem I had was how to relate/

transition the topic to the verses.  I 

initially assumed that all believers at 

some point in their lives must have 

either: read, heard or witness the Pow-

er of God’s Word, but my subsequent 

research concluded the contrary.  

There are many Believers and liberal 

Christian who are starting to question 

the validity and authenticity of the Bi-

ble.  One of the problems for believ-

ers is obeying God and denying self.  

It’s easy to obey God when our per-

sonal desires matches up with God; 

however, not all people that believe in 

God have discover the Power of 

God’s Word, or believe in scripture. 

    Some people believe that there is a 

supreme being that is responsible for 

all existence, but not the God we 

serve;   

Some believe in God, but do not use 

the Bible to make moral decisions; 

and  

Some believe in God, but do not 

think the Bible is relevant today; 

therefore they tend to discard it in its 

entirety, or pick-and-choose what is 

SPIRITUAL EMPHASIS WEEK—2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17 

relevant in their own mind. 

In 2 Timothy 3:16 it starts by stating 

“All scripture are inspired by God” the 

assumption is that this reference to scrip-

ture refers to the Old Testament.  The 

New Testament scripture were not col-

lected at that time and indeed not com-

plete.   

The second question is what does 

“Inspired by God” mean?  Certain bibli-

cal scholars think “that the supernatural 

influence of the Holy Spirit whereby the 

sacred writers were divinely chosen and 

supervised in their production of scrip-

ture, being restrained from error and 

guided in the choice of words they 

used….”  In essence:      

It is not man’s opinion;  

It is not philosophy;  

It is not somebody’s ideas;   

It is not polling of best thoughts  of the 

best men. 

Its scriptures inspired by God.  The 

Bible is the words of God, anointed by 

the Holy Spirit, and it can completely 

change and transform you if you are 

willing to work with the divine truth as 

outlined in scripture.  2 Timothy 2:15 

reads “Study to show thyself approved 

unto God, a workman that needeth not 

to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 

of truth”.   

  Paul’s Pastoral Letter in 2 Timothy 

exhorts him to put himself in contrast to 

false teachers.  Keep steadily to the old 

teaching of doctrine and of life.  He was 

not to change, not to advance, but was to 

remember that every scripture was in-

spired by God and useful for teaching 

doctrine and of life. The latter part of 

verse 16 reads All Scripture Is Useful 

For: 

Teaching - Paul tells Timothy that he 
must prove the doctrine he professes.   

2 Timothy 4:2 reads “Proclaim the 

message; be persistent whether the time 
is favorable or unfavorable, convince, 

rebuke and encourage with the ut-

most patience in teaching”; 

Reproof - which mean to express 

one’s dissatisfaction or disapproval 

of behavior inconsistent with scrip-
ture; 

Correction - which mean to make 

right or rectify in accordance with 
scripture; 

Training In Righteousness - the 

process of teaching Christian how to 
grow in grace.  

One way to personally Discover the 

Power of God’s Word is through 

prayer.  We must discover the Pow-

er of Prayer. Colossians 4:2 reads 

“Be devoted in prayer, keeping alert 

in it with thanksgiving.  Prayer is 

speaking with God, a spiritual com-

munication with God.”  The key 

word here is communication; a two 

way relationship in which man 

should not only talk to God, but also 

listen to him.  Jeremiah 33:3 reads” 

Call to me, and I will answer you, 

and show you great and mighty 

things, which you do not know.”  

*Help Believers Discover the Pow-

er of God’s Word*  

May we pray, Dear Lord I thank for 

this day, I thank you for this church, 

I thank you for the believers and non

-believers.  This message I know for 

a fact has not came from me but 

through you.  Bless me and hearer 

of your word so that we may show 

ourselves approved, proficient, and 

equipped for every good work, 

Amen. 

 

Presented 

and Written 

by  

Eric Sanders 
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Helping Believers Clearly Under-

stand the Assignment  

 

Scripture: 2 Timothy 3:2-5 

 

Message (Role Play) – Messenger 

Sister Terri Williams 

 

Brothers and Sisters – God is 

setting the stage for us. We are 

living in the last days and the 

second coming of Jesus Christ is 

near through it all God is saying 

to the believers we must not on-

ly be persistent in our spiritual 

journey but have patience with 

those who once were believers 

and lost their way as well as with 

the non-believers all the same. 

Why because my word is ever-

lasting and he wants us to con-

tinue to go forth and share his 

word and seek those who are 

lost and teach them about his 

love for them. We do know it’s 

not enough to just teach the 

word of God; we must live it 

too.  And surely, we all know 

the life of a Christian is no easy 

journey it will take us on a 

rollercoaster ride but persever-

ance and persistent it goes a long 

way with the word of God.  

There is a role for everyone in 

the body of Christ.  God has 

given everyone an important 

role to play - we all (young and 

season) connected in the body 

of Christ – and the body of 

Christ cannot function if all 

parts are not working together.  

We also must all understand 

and know our role God has giv-

en us – this is a specific assign-

ment in the body of Christ.  Just 

as God gave John the Baptist an 
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assignment to go forth into the na-

tions to not only build churches but 

win disciples for the Lord.  God 

has given us an assignment too.  

One may ask the question – how 

do I know what my assignment is 

from God. Matthew 6:33 tells us to 

“Seek the Kingdom of God above 

all else, and live righteously, and he 

will give you everything you need.”  

Few examples of roles in the 

church - This is a church of football 

lovers – well Class leaders are like 

the front line of defense for the 

Pastor and the Pastor is the quarter-

back. In our Christian walk the 

Class leader role is to shield the 

Pastor – the members should go to 

their class leader for everything and 

class leader should be contacting 

their members to check on them. 

This is will only be possible when 

we build a connection with one 

another in the body of Christ.  

Again, see the connection. 

Ok some may not be able to relate 

to football – lets relate to food we 

all love to eat in this church - many 

of us in here also love to cook or 

bake – you must first prepare the 

meal or have the proper ingredients 

so class leaders are like the cooks 

who prep and prepare the meal 

and the Pastor is the chef who 

cooks the meal. He gives us the 

word which is the spiritual food we 

need to nurture our spirit that 

dwells within each of us. 

Just as God has assigned class lead-

ers, members and Pastor etc. them 

their roles – in any role we are as-

signed we must know your part to 

play and so on down the line of the 

roles in the Church.  Each person 

has a part to play in the body of 

Christ and it’s important for us to 

know our roles. 

I want to leave with three points 

in understanding your assign-

ment  

 

1. Desire God by Seeking a per-

sonal relationship with him 

One must seek the word – of 

course reading your bible.  But 

the word says to fellowship with 

people like you by attending Sun-

day School, bible study and wor-

ship services.  Also throughout 

the week continue to read and 

study your bible and fellowship 

with other believers and non-

believers to share the word (this 

develops our spiritual growth by 

studying the word of God and 

begin to mature spiritually too). 

This is the word of God that is 

everlasting and never change. 

Let’s go back to the word – God 

is telling us of the times ahead 

and what we will endure and how 

to overcome it.  It is up to each 

one of us to connect with the 

word of God for the personal 

relation.  Having a personal rela-

tionship will strengthen our spir-

itual walk and we will grow spirit-

ually in the Lord.  Be ye ready 

always – because opposition shall 

come against you at any time you 

but be ready with the word of 

God and steady your course.  

 

2. Seek after others to make 

them disciples of Jesus Christ – 

Go out into the world to with 

persistence and share the good 

news of Jesus Christ.  God ex-

pects us to share his word with 

everyone we meet.  In your daily 

conversation share the word with 

people you meet, on your job, in 
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the stores, and every place you 

go.  God has assigned a role to 

all us who are in the body of 

Christ. God is calling all of us to 

the stage! There is a role for us 

to play. 

 

3. Work in Unison to grow the 

kingdom of God (Community 

of believers) 

Lastly, we can’t do it alone – on 

your Christian journey you first 

need to do it with Christ and the 

Community of believers.  If 

there is no unity we do not have 

a community.  So, we must all 

unite together and be on one 

accord in the body of Christ to 

go forward and build a nation of 

believers if we are a part of 

God’s body.  When we all come 

together in the body of Christ 

the Play goes well – we win souls 

for Christ.  We must know our 

role in the body of Christ. 

 

This is our Assignment from the 

Lord 

 

 

 
 

REFLECT ON THE PREACHED WORD  

The Word of God preached to us 

by our pastor, Rev. Elvin Clayton.   

 

1 Thessalonians 4:1-2 

“Let’s Walk Together with God” 

Walk in Holiness, Walk in Diligenc-

es, Walk in Hope, Walk in the 

Light, Walk in Obedience.  

 

Matthew 6:25-33 

“Don’t Worry, Rest Easy, and Chill” 

Worry can kill, worrying is useless.  

Trust God, He is able. 

 

1 John 1:1-9,  Matthew 5:14-16 

“You are the Light of the World” 

Let your light shine to glorify our 

Father in heaven. Light illuminates 

the works.  How willing are you to 

share the Gospel; to show off God?  

Push God’s agenda! 

 

Matthew 4:18-22  Verse 19 

Matthew 3:11 

“He Will Make You Fishers of 

Men” 

Know the kind of fish you are trying 

to catch.  Seek God’s guidance be-

fore you fish. 

 

Isaiah 10:15, Matthew 5:18 

A Creditable God in the Mist of Un-

creditable People”  

We can’t recognize God until we see 

what we are not.  I’m sinful but God 

still loves me! 

 

Genesis 1:1-3, Matthew 28:16-20 

Psalm 33:6 

When Jesus Speaks” 

When Jesus speaks to a cold dark 

soul, He gets to the base and allows 

the light to come out. 

 

 Hebrews 11:1-12, 2 Samuel 23:20 

“Lion Chaser” 

God has a way of positioning us in the 

right place at the right time.  To us it’s a 

wrong time.  Can you trust God? Are 

you willing to move to the uncertain?  

God is calling us to do! Do the best you 

can with what you have! 

 

Luke 24:7 

“Great Things” 

The greatest thing that has ever hap-

pened—Jesus the Christ rose from the 

dead.  This enables us to have a relation-

ship with God.  Jesus defeated death! 

 

Romans 3:21-26, Acts 13:38 

“He Lifted Me” 

Be willing to forgive, all have committed 

sin.  God and His Holy Spirit lifts us out 

and up. 

God is forgiving and He wants us to 

come to Him completely. 
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Walters congregation has been on 

the move.  It all started somewhere 

in October.   Laity day was ob-

served with Javon Baker and Shel-

ley Henry speaking on “Refocusing 

on Our Purpose”.  These two 

speakers took the same subject and 

gave their perspective on refocusing 

on our purpose.  I thank God and 

Rev. Clayton for giving us the op-

portunity to speak on behalf of the 

lay council.   

 

 

 

 

 

Later in October Walters hosted 

the Hartford District Christian Edu-

cation Department Halloween 

“Truck or Treat.  This was an awe-

some day with youth from district 

churches performing on stage show 

casing their talents with dance and 

skits.  Many youth and some adults 

came dressed in various costumes 

and participated in the yard  with 

cars filled with treats.  There were 

about 25-30 cars uniquely decorat-

ed and their trucks opened and 

ready to share the treats. 

 

 

 

 

 

Missionaries had their day in Octo-

ber also.  Stolings took place and 

our special guest speaker was our 

very own; First Lady of Walters, 

Mrs. Vanessa Clayton.  She spoke 

from the book of John 8:31-32, 

titled “Let’s Get Personal, Receive 

God’s Instruction”.  Mrs. Clayton 

stated there is hope and we should-

n’t lose hope and to remember 

God is the life line.   “Don’t Lose 

Hope, Use God’s Rope”!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year’s Alton F. Brooks Lay 

honoree recipient was Mark Nixon 

Dickey. He is humble, faithful and 

actively serves his church; previ-

ously as a Steward and then as 

Chairperson of the Trustee Board. 

He is currently serving as Vice 

Chairperson of the Trus-

tees.  Mark also serves on the Vi-

sion Committee and Walters’ 

Men’s Ministry. 

Mark was not able to accept his 

award on the day of the banquet 

but Rev. Clayton and Sis. Shelley 

Henry made up for this by pre-

senting him his plaque during 

Sunday worship service.  All stood 

and gave Mark his accolades 

which was so well deserved.  We 

are proud and honor to have 

Mark in our mist. And be this 

year’s lay honoree. 

 

 

 

 

 

I can’t forget about Friends and 

Family Day in November and the 

great time we had.  Walters loves 

to feed people and eat.  Hope to 

see you next year! 

 

Christmas, my favorite time of the 

year.  I personally look forward to 

celebrating Christmas with family 

and friends.  Coming to church to 

hear the Christmas story told 

through dance, songs and recita-

tions.  Much prayer and prepara-

tion goes into this production 

along with long hours and many 

days of practice.  In the end we get 
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ON THE MOVE continues 

from God.  We need to stop play-

ing church and pay attention to the 

words we are saying during com-

munion.   H also stated, “don’t wor-

ry about the body, it will die.  Be 

concern about the soul. 

 

Black History  

is recognized during the month of 

February, however as a people we 

recognize our history every day.  

Walters came and showed out with 

one of the best programs ever.  The 

singing, dancing and acting and Afri-

can garb was fabulous.  Everyone 

one in the program done such a 

great job. 

Easter—Resurrection Day 

Was a wonderful day.  Singing, 

dancing and reciting all the ways we 

are so grateful to the Lord for send-

ing His only Son to bear the cross 

for our sins.  Where would we be if 

Jesus the Christ had not sacrifice 

His life for us.  Thank you Lord for 

all you have done and continue to 

do.  We pray that our way of cele-

brating YOU 

has been 

pleasing in 

your sight.   

 

 

 

to see our children and adults 

shine for Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reverend Michael Aubrey—

Walters first guest preacher for 

the 2018 New Year.   Rev. Au-

brey’s message came from the 

book of Mark 14:12-26.  He 

tilted his message “It’s More 

Than A Meal.” 

Communion is a sacrament 

2nd/3rd Check Up Meeting 

October 14, 2017 

Bishop Dennis V. Proctor 

Mark 10:35-38 

“Suffering From a Seat Com-

plex” 

We are to serve not to be seen.  

Some like to serve to be seen 

but are not serving.  Trust the 

Lord to know, you can’t sit in; 

God will use you in His way for 

His Glory. 

 

 

 

4th Check Up Meeting 

April 14, 2018 

Bishop Dennis V. Proctor 

John 20:24-25 

“A Crisis of Creditability , Christian 

Creditability  Crisis” 

Why do people remember the bad 

and not the good.  Watch who you 

are with; “The Un-Godly can make 

the Godly, Godless.” 

1. Don’t base your relationship 

with Jesus on what you can see.  

God is always working on what 

you can’t see. 

2. Don’t base your relationship 

with Christ on how you feel.  

God invades us then we are 

made new. 

3. Don’t base your relationship 

with Christ on what you think.  

God is bigger than out thoughts.   

Understand, no matter how big it is 

God is Bigger. 

CHECK UP MEETINGS 
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For the past several weeks we have 

been studying, “Autopsy of a De-

ceased Church, 12 Ways to Keep 

Yours Alive.”. Pastor Clayton 

thought it best to get as many people 

as possible to present a chapter.  

This has worked out very well.  Each 

presenter has done an awesome job 

at conveying where Walters stands as 

each chapter was dissected.   Not 

only did we take a look at our church 

home we looked within our selves  

by answering the questions within the 

book and answering the questions 

which came up during our discus-

sion.   

Here are some of the questions and 

prayers we were presented with as we 

read the book.   Meditate, pray and 

then answer the questions.  Better 

yet, COME TO BIBLE STUDY.  

It’s all about growing spiritually as a 

church family and individually.  

READ THE BOOK, find out what 

Question:  

Are there any areas in your church 

where you are resisting change 

simply because of your own prefer-

ence?   

Prayer: 

God, reignite the hearts of our 

church members, including me, to 

have a passion for the gospel.  

Teach our church to share the gos-

pel with others.  Teach us to live as 

men and women who are true bear-

ers of the good news of Jesus 

Christ.  Remind us of our purpose.  

Convict us of our purpose. Empow-

er us to live our purpose. 

Question: 

How can routine and tradition get 

in the way of a church fulfilling her 

purpose? 

 

role you are playing in our church 

as it relates to the book. 

Prayer: 

God, open my eyes that I might see 

my church as you see it.  Let me see 

where change needs to take place, 

even if it is painful to me.  And use 

me, I pray, to be an instrument of 

that change whatever the cost. 

Question: 

If your church was given a  “physical 

exam” today, what do you think the 

doctor’s diagnosis would be: 

healthy, slightly sick, very sick, or 

dying?  Why? 

 

 

Prayer: 

God, give me the 

conviction and the courage to be 

like the hero's of Hebrews 11.  

Teach me not to hold onto those 

things in my church that are my per-

sonal preferences and styles.  Show 

me not only how to let go, but 

where to let go, so that I may heed 

Your commands more closely. 

COMING...NEW ENGLAND ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

June 13—17, 2018 

The New England Annual Conference 

will be here is a few weeks.  This is the 

first year annual conference will be 

held at a hotel.  As Presiding Elder 

Terry L. Jones has said on many occa-

sions this is new for the New England 

Conference. Please do your best to 

make as many sessions as possible. 

This is also the time the New England 

Conference Lay Council raises money 

for the Gertrude Hood Scholarship 

Fund to help our graduating high 

school students go to college.  Your 

support is needed. 

Conference lay council elections will 

take place.  The Hartford District and 

Walters worked very hard at getting lay 

membership up to date and making 

sure all lay can vote. PLEASE COME 

on Wednesday June 13th to support 

the scholarship luncheon.  Lunch is 

$25.00.  PLEASE COME to vote for 

the new lay officers.  All sessions are 

held at the hotel. 

Hartford Farmington Marriott 

15 Farm Springs Rd, Farmington, CT. 
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Rev. Jacqueline King, pastor of 

Spottswood AMEZ Church in New 

Britain, Ct. delivered the commun-

ion message for our district confer-

ence.  Scripture came from I Corin-

thians 11:27-28.  Title of the mes-

sage was “Take a Look at Yourself”. 

After taking care of business we 

broke out into two groups; pastors 

went with Presiding Elder Jones  for 

their session and the ministers and 

lay were together for the lay acade-

my.   

Before the lay academy got started 

we had an update from Br. Alton 

Brooks on the Political and Social 

Actions of the state.  He reminded 

us that even though this is not the 

year for presidential elections, vot-

ing is still important and we should 

exercise our right to vote. 

The lay academy was headed by 

the Hartford District Lay Council 

President Shelley Henry.  The topic 

was “Refocusing on Our Purpose 

Through an Effective Local Lay 

Council Meeting.  This was a very 

interactive lay academy. I would 

like to think this was a great acade-

my by the way of questions and 

comments from clergy and lay.  I 

give God all the praise for Presiding 

Elder Jones giving laity the time to 

have a lay academy which included 

clergy. 

Ecumenical night service message 

was given by Rev. Y. Trevor Beau-

ford, pastor of Union Baptist 

Church, Hartford, CT.  Scripture 

came from Mark 10:46-52; title of 

the message “When You Trust God 

Too Much” 

1. You trust God too much when 

you don’t let personal situ-

ations stop us. 

2. Trust God too much when 

you will not let barriers 

keep you silent. 

3. You trust God too much 

when you are honest with 

God  

Friday: 

Presiding Elder Jones diverted 

from the norm when it came 

to giving the pastoral and lay 

delegate reports.  The ques-

tion to each lay delegate; 

“Why would I join the church I 

am currently attending?  What 

would you tell a person think-

ing about joining your church? 

The question to the pastors; 

“If you were not the pastor of 

your current church; why 

would you be trying to get that 

church? 

 A few points from Presiding 

Elder, Dr. Rev. Terry L. Jones 

Report:  

• Never get use to mediocri-

ty  -do your best.   

• Lay, strive to make minis-

try a blessing. Pastors 

can’t work alone. 

• Know the mission.  We are 

not just assessment col-

lectors.  Money raises 

money.  Raise people—

people raise money. 

• Our church is God’s 

church. Pastors change, 

God is consistent, He nev-

er changes. 

 

School of the Prophet 

The guest presenter was Rev. Jim-

mie Miller, Pastor of St. Thomas 

A.M.E. Zion Church, Sommerville, 

New Jersey.  The topic: “Know 

Your Church To Grow Your 

Church” “An Evangelistic Evalua-

tion of the Local Church”.  The 

first question within this work-

shop; What is a vital congrega-

tion? He went on to talk about 

what a vital congregation has.  He 

continue with the objectives for 

the day and moving from mem-

bership to discipleship within our 

local churches.  Rev. Miller talked 

about the 10 reasons why church 

members are not becoming disci-

ples, Young Adult Disciple –

making Process, Six marks of 

leadership, along with other 

points.  As God would have one of 

the resources and tools he sug-

gested was Thom Rainer’s 

“Autopsy of a Deceased Church”. 

District Conference continued 

with the Local Preacher Hour and 

Empowerment Session NO. 2; 

“Recapturing Your Evangelistic 

Passion”, “Taking Another Look at 

Evangelism in the Local Church”.  

Rev. Kelcy G.L. Steele, Pastor of 

Varick Memorial A.M.E. Zion 

Church, New Haven, CT. was the 

facilitator of this session.  

Rev. Arthur L. Holloway, II, Pastor 

of St. Luke A.M.E. Zion Church 

and Presiding Elder Buffalo Dis-

trict, Western New York Confer-

ence closed the Hartford District 

Conference with Luke 7:11-17.  

“A Divine Collision, Don’t Tell Me 

What My God Won’t Do!” 

Shelley Henry, Delegate 



Walters A.M.E. Zion Church 

12 Gregory Street 

Bridgeport, Conn. 

 

October 11-12, 2018 

Restoration Summit 

“The Anointing” - Reviewing Our 

Practices.   

Hilton Stamford Hotel & Executive 

Meeting Center. 1 First Stamford 

PL, Stamford, CT. 06902 

October 13, 2018 

North Eastern Episcopal District 

Joint Ordination Service 

Hilton Stamford Hotel & Executive 

Meeting Center. 

 

 

June 13-17, 2018 

New England Annual Conference 

Hosted by Varick AMEZ Church, 

Rev Kelcy G.L. Steele, Pastor.  

Held at the Hartford Farmington 

Marriott Hotel.  15 Farm Springs 

Rd. Farmington, CT. 06032 

 

Your support is needed at the annual 

conference.  Please plan on coming. 

 

June 30, 2018 

Hartford District Planning Meeting 

Spottswood AMEZ Church  

25 Crestwood Ln. New Britain, CT. 

06053 

 

 

waltersmem@aol.com 

Building For Our Future 

WHATS COMING 

Walters A.M.E. Zion Church 

12 Gregory Street 

Bridgeport, Conn. 
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