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Rev. Elvin Clayton was appointed to Walter’s at the New England
Annual Conference on
June 14th by Bishop Mildred Bonnie Hines.
He had been the
Pastor of Redeemer’s
A.M.E. Zion Church,
Plainville, CT for the last
18 years. His first Pastoral
assignment was in 1987 to
St. Paul A.M.E Zion, a
small mission church in
Hamden, CT which
moved to New Haven in
1996 with Shaw Memorial.
While in Plainville he was a member of
the Council of Churches,
Board member of the
Plainville Food Pantry
and Chaplain of the Plainville Fire Department for
the last eleven years. He
also served on the Internal
Review Board of New
Britain General Hospital
for three years.
He continues to
serve as a member of the
Yale Clinical Studies Program meeting with doctors, nurses and people of
the community to encourage more minorities to get
involved in clinical re-

search. This is important
because all ethnic groups
react differently to medications. Therefore we
must be involved in the
research to determine
what medications are best
for us. He has been involved with this program
for four years.
He also serves as
Treasurer of the Hartford
District and Director of
Operations for the Episcopal Residence.
Earning a Certificate after completing the
Black Ministries program
at the Hartford Seminary,
Rev. Clayton continued
his studies at Slidell Seminary in Louisiana and
received a Certificate of
completion at the Institute
of Church Administration
and Management (ICAM)
on the campus of the International Theological
Center (ITC) in Atlanta,
GA. He also completed
the Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) Program at
Hartford Hospital.
Rev. Clayton is an
accomplished lead guitar
player. He started playing
at age 9, playing with
Gospel Quartet Groups –

the Bell Tones and Soul
Lifters and later with R &
B Bands –the Technicons/
Family Connection.
Born in Waterbury, he grew up a Baptist
but the guitar is what
brought him to the
A.M.E. Zion Church. After playing for a graduation party for one of Rev.
Harrison D. Bonner’s
daughters, he was asked
to help organize and play
for the youth of Mt. Olive, Waterbury. The rest
is history. He eventually
became a Steward, then
Preacher Steward and
preached his trial sermon
on October 18, 1983.
He has been married to Vanessa E.
(Gatling) Clayton for 25
years. Together they have
5 children: Elvin Jr. who
lives in Jacksonville, NC;
Quincy, Ledyard, CT;
Eric, Santa Clara, CA;
Wenonah, Denver, CO;
and Christine, North Hollywood, CA. They are the
proud grandparents of 5
and have 1 greatgrandchild.
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AND THE WINNER IS...
On Thursday, July 30th, over
a year after making the first public
announcement that she was offering
herself as a candidate for the position, General Chairman of the Life
Members Council of the Women’s
Home & Overseas Missionary Society (WHOMS) of the AME Zion
Church, the votes were cast and the
electronic devices calculated and
published the outcome immediately.
It was a close race, but Mrs. Clayton
was declared the winner by a vote of
467 to 407.
This position is one of six
Departments in the Missionary Society, the educational arm of missions,
supporting scholarships and ongoing
programs at our six colleges, universities & seminaries, both in the US
and Africa. Mrs. Clayton has served
as a District Chairman for almost 19
years. Now she will be responsible
for supervising the 125 District Life
Member Chairmen in the Connection. This Department also helps
fund Leadership Training both home
and overseas. In this capacity Mrs.

Clayton may get the opportunity to
travel throughout this country and
abroad. We have churches on five
continents. Although this is an unpaid position, the work is extensive.
However, education is her passion
and she is excited to get the opportunity to serve at a higher level in
Zion.
Mrs. Clayton is a lifelong
Zionite, baptized as an infant at Mt.
Olive AME Zion Church, Waterbury. Her missionary leadership began as she was one of the founders
and officers of one of the first
Young Adult Missionary Societies
in the AME Zion Church, before it
was officially adopted into the Constitution. When she began to travel
alongside her husband, she has
served as Youth Secretary, BUDs
Superintendent, Director of Mission
Education and most recently, Parent
Body President. Mrs. Clayton has
also served in the Christian Education Department as a Sunday School
Teacher, Superintendent, Director of
Children, Young Adults and most

recently Adults.
Consecrated a Deaconess
about 25 years ago, she also served
as a Class Leader and has been a
choir member since her youth
(alto).
Mrs. Clayton works as a
Middle School Teacher, 7th Grade
Team Leader and Chairman of the
Science Department of Conte West
Hills Middle School in New Haven.
She is looking forward to the shorter commute.
Undergraduate Degree, B.S.
in Elementary Education was
earned from Central CT State University and she has 1 class remaining to receive her MA from the University of Bridgeport. “No more
excuses,” she says with a chuckle,
“since the Lord has relocated me
right next to the campus.”
Submitted by Vanessa Clayton

PRAYER FOR PASTOR
Thank you for the church, the company
of the redeemed, and for the local
church where believers gather to express
their faith and obedience such as we do
here at Walters.
Thank you for the gift of pastor, which
your Word says you gave to your church
"to prepare God's people for works of
service, so that the body of Christ may
be built up until we all reach unity in the
faith and in the knowledge of the Son of
God and become mature, attaining to the
whole measure of the fullness of
Christ" (Ephesians 4:12, 13).
Thank you for Pastor Elvin Clayton and
his faithfulness to your cause, for the
Bible says, "it is required that those who
have been given a trust must prove
faithful" (1 Corinthians 4:2).

Thank you for his personal commitment to Jesus Christ as his Lord and
Saviour and to the Word of God.
Thank you for the love he has for his
wife and family demonstrating a stable and healthy family. For the Scripture says of church leadership, "he
must manage his own family well and
see that his children obey him with
proper respect" (1 Timothy 3:4).
Thank you for his thoughtful exposition of your Word, as he heeds your
call to "Preach the Word; be prepared
in season and out of season; correct,
rebuke and encourage--with great
patience and careful instruction" (2
Timothy 4:2).
Thank you for his leadership in our
church services and the orderly man-

ner in
which he
leads us,
seeking to fulfill the Biblical call that "all
things be done decently and in order" (1
Corinthians 14:40).
Thank you for his interest in the flock
under his care and the burden that he carries for your people.
Thank you for Mrs. Vanessa Clayton and
her compliment to his leadership and her
service and thoughtfulness as well.
May you continue to confer your richest
blessing upon this ministry couple as they
seek to fulfill their call amongst us and
thus bring You glory.
In the powerful name of Jesus Christ we
pray, AMEN.
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REACHING THE VISION
Walters Memorial
A.M.E. Zion Church
Vision Capital Campaign Committee
Members: Rev. Elvin Clayton,
Pastor
Colin Francis, Chair person
Rev. Carolyn Rogers
Ms. Karen Hanratty, Olin
Frances, Eric Sanders
This is the Rock on which I will
put together My Church, A
church so expansive with energy
that not even the gates of Hell
will be able to keep it out.
Matt.16:18.

This committee’s mission is to conduct fundraisers to raise
$500,000.00 for support of the
Building Fund for Walters
A.M.E.Z. church.
Our Goals are:
To Connect with others and give
encouragement.
To establish Fundraising Procedures
To reach out to other Entities
A Vision Update
There are “15 Cell Groups”
Each” Cell Group” has an average
of 14 members
Each “Cell Group “member gives
$36.00 weekly.

14 members time $36.00 per
person weekly=$504.00 per
week
Monthly Summary
January
$5,478.00
February $ 6,006.00
March
$5198.00
Grand Total as of March is:
$16,682.00
The Campaign continues for the
up building of God’s Kingdom.
We are so thankful to God for
His continued blessings and
Grace. To God Be The Glory!
Submitted by:
Rev. Carolyn Rogers

NEW ENGLAND ANNUAL CONFERENCE
The 171 session of the entered into
the conference with communion.
The Reverend Terrance Jones
blessed us with the communion sermon. The sermon text came from
1 Corinthians 11:17-34 and titled
“Thanks for the Reminder”. It is
not all the time we have our minds
on church. We need to be reminded of our commitment to God and
intend to live a new life, thank God
Jesus gave His service to us and we
thank God for the reminder.
The Presiding Elder Rev. Timothy
Howard, who has been under God’s
special care this past year gave his
report with thanks. It was a blessing to hear from him and to see
how God has brought him from a
mighty long way. Presiding Elder

Howard is a walking miracle and all
of us have been blessed by his improvements. Presiding Elder Rev.
Lloyd McKenzie gave his report and
thanked Presiding Elder Howard for
his love and guidance during his
first year as Presiding Elder.
Sis
Paula Blue was the lay speaker for
the luncheon. Her text came from
Matthew 28:20 and the title could
not have been more fitting, “Come
with Us to Christ”.
Sis. Blue
pointed out we need to be in perfect
submission to God, to find time to
go into our personal prayer closet
and be willing to forgive others totally. She went on to say we need to
look at scholarships and formal education differently. We are to be
“Scholars of Disciples” and to let all
know “Class is in Session”. Rev.

Kevin Coakley delivered the
Wednesday evening message from
Exodus 1:8-21, title “Mind over
Matter” with a sub title “Shift
your focus in order to change your
future”. True deliverance starts
from within. We need to stay focus and know God is in full control. God helps us to handle what
he has given and we should not let
our situations take over. God will
multiply in the mist of adversity.
We need to change our attitude,
shift our focus in order to change
our future.

Continue on page 8
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A New Serenity Prayer

God,
Grant me the serenity to accept the people I cannot change, which is pretty much everyone, since I’m clearly
not you, God. At least not the last time I checked.
And while you’re at it, god, please give me the courage to change what I need to change about myself, which is
frankly a lot, since, once again, I’m not you, which means I’m not perfect. It’s better for me to for to focus on
changing myself than to worry about changing other people, who, as you’ll no doubt remember me saying, I
can’t change anyway.
Finally, give me the wisdom to just shut up whenever I think that I’m clearly smarter than everyone else in the
room, that no one knows what they're talking about except me, or that I alone have all the answers.

Basically, God, grant me the wisdom to remember that I’m not you. Amen

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO...
To Stephine Francis,
I would like to take this moment to say thank you to Stephine. You have been
a great help to me with taking on the special assignments of interviewing people for the Heart Beat of Walters Lay Council Newsletter. As the editor of this
newsletter and a fairly new member to the Walters congregation I found it awkward to interview people who I didn’t know and they didn’t know me. Besides
I knew I needed help to execute what the Lord had laid on my heart.
When I asked for your help you said yes (with a little hesitation). You only ask
that I give you the topics. Well you took on the assignment like a true reporter. The topics were given
and you interviewed the people and wrote the story as well as Barbara Walters, if not better.
Thank you again and I look forward to working with you on more special assignments. God bless
To Tanaya Henry,
Thank you Tanaya for being the best daughter a mother could ask for.
You are always there when I need you even when I don’t need you, you
are there. Your computer skills helped me campaign for the New England
Conference Lay Presidency with great success. You kept me on track,
gave me several pushes with questions and answers and most of all encouragement. Thanks for taking some of the pictures in this newsletter.
Thank you so much and God bless.
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WALTERS MAKING HISTORY
History is made every day through small announcements or grand announcement. Something happy or sad, the widest rainbow to the heaviest snow storm. The youngest president to the first black president. History is made every day, every minute, every hour and
all over the world. Walters is a part of that history in its own part of the world called
Bridgeport.
Bishop Mildred B. Hines and Rev. Janene W. Hawkins are a part of Walters African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church history as being the first women bishop of the AMEZ
denomination and the first woman pastor of Walters. Both women joined together at the start of Walters 180th
Church anniversary in worship and in praise to God almighty for all of the great things He has done.
As the first black church in Bridgeport, Walters continues to make
history. Walters Memorial AME Zion Church Boulevard street
sign was put in place. Mayor Finch along with family and friends of
Walters gather together for the un-vailing.

THE LAITY—GOD’S PURPOSE...DISCIPLESHIP
The Quadrennial Theme for 2013-2017 is Fortifying Our Faith While Focusing on Our Future through Worship, Leadership, Discipleship and Stewardship. August first started the new component of the theme; Discipleship.
Dictionary.com defines Disciple as: “a person who is a pupil or an adherent of the doctrines of another;” a follower of
another person. Disciple implies a devoted allegiance to the teachings of one chosen as a master
Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines Disciple as: one who accepts and assists in spreading the doctrines of another.
“What is Christian Discipleship?” Gotquestions.com answer is: “A Christian disciple is a person who accepts and
assists in the spreading of the good news of Jesus Christ”.
As Christian Disciples we are to be CONVINCED, COMMITTED, EAGER TO LEARN and WILLING TO SHARE
the Gospel of Jesus the Christ.
Christian disciples are convince of the truths of Jesus Christ. If you are not convinced, STOP here, and pray. Hebrews
11:1; “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”
Disciples are committed and are intentional in following the teachings and adhering to the commandments of God.
Matthew 22: 37-39 states; 37 Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your mind.’[d] 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.’
Disciples are eager to learn what Jesus has taught. We are not all knowing and we can never get enough knowledge
about God. Taking the time to study the Word by going to Sunday school, Bible Study and reading and studying the
Word of God. Proverbs 2:1-5; My son, if you receive my words, And treasure my commands within you, 2 So that
you incline your ear to wisdom, And apply your heart to understanding; 3 Yes, if you cry out for discernment, And lift
up your voice for understanding, 4 If you seek her as silver, And search for her as for hidden treasures; 5 Then you will
understand the fear of the LORD, And find the knowledge of God.
Last but not least Christian disciples are willing to share the Gospel. Sometimes this can be a difficult thing to do we
don’t want to guide people in the wrong direction therefore we don’t share which means we are not taking a stand or
going in God’s direction. This is not good. When we are convinced Jesus Christ is Lord, committed to the
knowledge of God and eager to learn as much as we humanly can learn; we should not be afraid to share with testimonies or everyday conversations. Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; 6 in all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct[a] your paths.
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LIFTING YOU UP IN PRAYER
Philippians 4:8 – Jesus, when we
compare ourselves to others, it is
easy to focus on ways we don’t
measure up instead of focusing on
what You have made us to be. In
those moments, remind my children to focus on what is true, what
is noble, whatever is just, whatever
is pure, whatever is lovely and of
good report. Lord, if there is anything good or praiseworthy, help
her to meditate on those things.
Isaiah 43:2 – Lord, school can be
overwhelming. Turn my children’s
attention to the fact that when they
pass through the waters, You are
with them. When they go through

rivers, they will not be overtaken.
When they must walk through fire,
You will be with them and will
protect them from being scorched.
A Prayer for all Christians
Working in Education
Lord of all things
We thank You for the women and
men You have called to work in
education.
Bless their hearts with Your love,
joy and peace. Season their words
with Your patience, kindness and
goodness. Fill their minds with
Your faithfulness, gentleness and
self-control.
When they respond to a brokenhearted child Show them how to be

big-hearted.
When they reach out to a rebellious teen Remind them to be
obedient to You.
When they advise a lonely mature student Help them to be
Christ Jesus to them.
When they meet with an angry
parent Let them see a child of
God.
When they give advice to a discouraged colleague Give them
helpful and encouraging words.
When they speak to visitors and
strangers Grant them the gift of
hospitality.
Amen

OUR YOUTH
new school opening in downtown
Bridgeport called Capital Prep
Harbor School. But my goal this
year for school is to make 1st
honors.

Kaylah Hatton
My goal is to succeed in my education by continuing to work
hard at whatever I do in JESUS
NAME!

Jesiah Mcbride
Throughout my short scholastic
career I have done very well by
having 1st and 2nd honors. The
school I have attended are Edison, Multi-Cultural Magnet, and
this year I will be attending a

The Capital Prep Harbor School,
located in Bridgeport, Connecticut, provides grades 6–12 with a
year-round, college-preparatory
education that encourages students to become scholars and
agents of change.
Insert taken from the online Capital Prep Harbor School welcome
page.
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WALTERS STUDENTS
DEANS LIST

SECOND HONORS

Adrian Sanders

Julian Scott

PERFECT ATTENDANCE

Julian Sanders

Neilyeia Medley

Frances Wilder

Pamela Sanders

Ricci Kelly

Dyon Allman

FIRST HONORS

Keyon Brown

Xavier McBride

Keyon Brown

Monnyea Washington

Kaylah Hatton

Neilyeia Medly
Jesiah McBride
Candace Dickey

Ricci Kelly
STUDENTS OF THE
MONTH

Ashley Gant
Monnyea Washington

Jesiah McBride
Kaylah Hatton

VACATION BIBLE STUDY
Vacation bible school was a great success. There were about 25-30 children who participated. What a
blessing to serve not only our own children but to reach out to other children within the community.
Needless to say Rev. Carolyn Rogers and Miss Brenda Collins had their hands full but they loved every
minute of it.
Rev. Rogers had interactive lessons for the children which consist of the Fruit of the Spirit. Miss Brenda
was there doing what she does best coordinating all of the activities and making sure all were fed. The
seniors were there with wide smiles and great support. Thanks to the Walters church family there was
plenty of food donations for all.
Vacation bible school ended with a trip to Monroe’s “Rockin Jump”, an indoor trampoline park and a pizza party at the Walters Center.
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2015
As we continue on with the conference there is always someone who
will be greatly missed. The Reverend Barbara White retired from pastoring but not from giving service to
the Lord. She has served 44 years
as a pastor, 18 of those years at Evans Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church
in Norwich Connecticut.
On her
74th birthday, Rev. White has decided to slow down her pace. God has
blessed Rev. White throughout the
years with a gift of community outreach. She would say “Come as you
are, go out as God would have you
to be”. Her deep love for God radiates through every smile she gives,
every hug we have received and every kind word she speaks. You hear
the passion and commitment in the
songs she sings and from the people
she has touched throughout the
years. Know that the New England
Conference will greatly miss Rev.
Barbara White.
Thursday Noon Day Memorial
message was rendered by the Rev.
Derrill Blue.
Coming from John
11:21 entitled “Death will not have
the Last Word”. Rev. Blue stated in
our moment of need we are to meet
Jesus along the way. At times Jesus
loves us from a distance and that Jesus has the power over eternal life.
The Christian Education Evening
service was preached by Rev. Barbara White. God spoke through her
from Genesis 2:7 and Mark 5:1-9;
titled “When Dirt Comes to Church”.
She reminded us Jesus is the Church.
That man came from dirt and man
stayed dirty until God breathe into
him. We need to know that dirt,
with Jesus in it, will live. When dirt
comes to church, we are not the same
because Jesus came with us. Friday
morning Missionary Breakfast meditation was given by Rev. Diane Taylor entitled “Power in Unity, Witnessing and Action”. Rev. Taylor

stated in order to reach as many people as possible on the missionary
journey, we have to (1) understand
the significance of unity; (2) value
of witnessing and (3) the need take
action.
The Missionary Evening message
came from Rev. Lelar Brooks, Presiding Elder of the Canton-Panola
District, South Mississippi Conference.
Her message came from
Luke 5:1-11, “Your Assignment Is
Not Just for You”. She reminded us
that your life has a purposes. Jesus
commands us to go deeper when he
gives you an assignment. It’s not
going to be comfortable, but it
works. You have been called for a
purpose; you were not to be a pew.
Mrs. Jarrett addressed the missionaries and noted she has enjoyed her
time with during this conference and
has forgotten how trying it can be
working from dawn to dusk. However she really enjoys retirement.
Mr. Davis Rivera, the director of the
Interville House, received a donation from the New England Conference Missionaries. This organization is one of the largest non-profit
private organizations who helps people who are involved in domestic
violence. He enlightened us that
teenage domestic violence hotline
calls have increased. A men’s group
called “Men Against Domestic Violence” has been formed. Prayerfully domestic violence will decrease.
Bishop Nathaniel Jarrett was the
presenter for the School of the
Prophets. He reflected back in 1982
the first Sunday in July when he
heard from the Lord, “Nate, look at
the people”. “They are the same
today as they were 10 years ago”.
“Now look at yourself, you are the
same today as 10 years ago”. Bishop Jarrett stated pastors need to as-

sess where the people are spiritually,
help them to understand where they are
spiritually, and be intentional with planning and assessing if the plan works.
Bishop Jarrett also gave the Ordination
Service message. Scriptures came from
Psalm 103:3, 142:4, 23:3, 22:2 and Genesis 2:9. Nobody cares for the soul. If
you care for the soul you get more general claims, you’ll be organized and
have better officers. If you don’t care
for the soul, the concerns you have will
multiply. A special tribute and banquet
was given for Mrs. Lovetta J. Holmes.
Love and well wishes were given for
her service to the New England Conference, Bishop Hines and to our Lord and
Savior.
Bishop Hines blessed us Sunday morning with the message titled “Exhibit
God's Word through Fellowship”; Worship, Discipleship, Stewardship exhibit
theses through our fellowship.
Many thanks go out to all the visitors
who came to fellowship

with us. A special
thank you to the Sons
of
Judah who graced us with several praise
dance selections. God
bless Bishop and
Mrs. Nathanial Jarrett.
Their love,
kindness and expertise is greatly appreciated.
Bishop Nathaniel Jarrett and
Mrs. Jarrett
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KEEP IN TOUCH
Your support in the Heart Beat of
Walters is greatly appreciated. You
are welcome to submit a greeting,
prayer, tell a story or give a testimony. The next newsletter will come
out around Christmas. What a great
time to reach out to the members
who receive the newsletter by mail.
You are welcome to email me at
sagh9@hotmail.com or hand it to
me. Please print clearly and don’t
forget your name.
DATES TO REMEMBER:
Walters Quarterly Conferences:
September 14, 2015 @ 7:00pm
February 22, 2016 @ 7:00pm
May 16, 2016 @ 7:00pm

1st Check up meeting
October 10, 2015; 9:30am,
Columbus Ave. AMEZ, Boston MA

October 17, 2015 @10:00am
Archer AMEZ, Windsor, CT
January 30, 2016 @ 10:00am
Mt. Pleasant AMEZ, Danbury

3rd Check up meeting
April 9, 2015 @9:30am
Mt. Pleasant AMEZ, Danbury, CT.

May 7, 2016 @10:00am
St. Stephens AMEZ, Branford, CT.

Hartford District Lay Banquet
November 7, 2015, 12 noon,
Cross St.. AMEZ Middletown, CT.

To rent the center please call
Walters' Church at: 203-333-8250

Missionary Mass Meetings:
December 12, 2015 @ 10:00am
Metropolitan AMEZ, Hartford, CT.
March 19, 2016 @10:00am
Spottswood AMEZ, New Britain, CT
Hartford District Lay Meetings:

Visit us on Facebook
waltersmem@aol.com
www.waltersmem.com

