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TOGETHER WE GROW GOD’S CHURCH
Proposition: Church
growth is the result of
the Holy Spirit empowering us to be effective
Witnesses for Christ,
when we are genuinely
committed to the mission of making Christian disciples.
Step 1. Anticipate Supernatural Awakening
and empowering.

Inside this issue:
Lay Theme

2

Men’s Ministry

3

Vision Project

4-5

Prayer Closet

6

1st Lady of Walters

8

Bowling

11

Supernatural Awakening is the foundation of
all Church growth. Only
in a revived congregation will Super Natural
Resources be discovered, attitudes changed
and relationships
healed.
God through the Holy
Spirit must empower
the church before it can
be an effective witness
for Christ.
Many people are afraid
and nervous to share the

gospel message. My
brothers and sisters
you are not alone.
John 20:19-23
Step 2. Prioritize
prayer and praise
Prayer is the substance of church
growth an ongoing
intercessory prayer
Ministry must be initiated. God works
through the praying
remnant.

God's people must
understand that the
church's purpose and
mission is to fulfill
the Great Commission.
God's people must be
committed to obey
the Great Commission.
Matthew 28:18-20.
As You Go, do the
work.

Passionate praise is
Submitted by
the Wellspring of
church growth. PeoRev. Elvin Clayton,
ple must be taught to
worship God both pri- Pastor
vately and corporately. Matthew 6:33; 6:5
-8; John 15:7; Psalm
8; Psalm 117;
Psalm150
Step 3. Focus on the
mission of the
church

ANTICIPATE—PRIORITIZE—FOCUS
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The Heart Beat of Walters

LAY COUNCIL QUADRENNIAL THEME
“Refocusing on Our Purpose, Reviewing Our Practices, Retooling
Our People and Reaching Our Potential”.
The Connectional Lay Council
officially started working on the
new quadrennial theme August 1,
2017. We will be talking and
having lay academies on the first
component “Refocusing on Our
Purpose” until July 31st; then we
will move on to the next component. As we enter the next four
years look at how the theme components connect.
We start with Refocusing on our
purpose. Do you know what your

purpose is? What is your objective at work? What about your
home life? Your spiritual life.
What is your purpose in church?
To God? To yourself?
Reviewing our practices:
What are you doing to get where
you need to be? Is it pleasing to
the people around you? Is it
pleasing to God? Are you
pleased with you?
Retooling our People. What
are you feeding people? What
are you eating? Where and from
whom are you getting your food
from?
Reaching our potential: Are

you reaching high or aiming
low? Are you pulling someone
in and up? Or pushing people
down and away? Have you
come out of your comfort zone
lately? Or are you stuck on “I
remember when”?

Are we focused on reviewing
our purpose so we can retool
everyone to reach our potential?
Editor
Shelley Henry

SOME THINGS YOU MISSED
2nd Annual Community Awareness
Event. This event was spearheaded by the Walters Lay council.
Besides vendors, Yale New Haven
Hospital, Credit Repair company
and fresh produce were available.
Touch-A-Truck for the kids and a
few adults to explore.

2017 North Eastern Restoration
Summit was held at the Greenwich
Hyatt Hotel. Bishop Proctor out
did his self by inviting Bishop Vasiti Murphy McKenzie, first woman bishop of the AME Church and
Rev. Dr. Cosby of the Baptist
Church. Integrity was the focus.

Hartford District under the direction of Rev. Dr. Terry Jones held
its first Super Saturday meeting.
Laity, Missionary, Christian Education and Ministers were in attendance. Well over three hundred people were ministered to
and informed through meetings,
workshops and lay academies.
Rev. Kevin Coakley, pastor of Columbus Ave AMEZ in Boston
Mass was the preacher of the
hour. Super Saturday was a great
success!
Bishop Proctor and Missionary
Supervisor, Mrs. Proctor paid
Walters a surprise visit a few Sundays ago. They were not able to
stay for the service but Bishop
greeted the congregation and noted how he depends on our pastor
for the concerns of the Bishop’s
residence. They also like the
sounds of the choir.

BACK TO
SCHOOL BLESSINGS!

WALTERS’
COOKOUT
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NEW LOOK ON LIFE
For years I always believed that
God has a plan for my life and
place people in my life for a reason. Last year was the first of
many growths in my walk with
Christ. The YAMs collaborate
with Varick for starting a book
club. We started reading the 40
Day fast and was able to process
old thoughts and feelings with
women who understood where I
was coming from. In addition,
our young adult Sunday school
continued to meet during the sum-

mer. We were introduced to
this exploration of spiritual
gifts. It's funny how things happen because both gave me clarity about myself and insight into
the women I am becoming.
I learned that my purpose is to
be a bridge for those who know
the Lord and those who have
miss understanding about the
church folk. People assume that
because you go to church, that
you are not expected to make
mistakes or trip up.

MEN’S MINISTRY OF WALTERS
By the grace of God and the
leadership of Pastor Clayton, we
believe that Walter’s men’s ministry will grow and glorify God
through Jesus Christ. Centry
Gamble and I are co-directors
and have a heart for men’s Ministry. With the leadership of Pastor Clayton, activities will be
planned which will be designed
to involve all men and boys at
Walters.
I’m very thankful and blessed for
the opportunity I was given to
attend the “Men of Zion” (MOZ)
Summit, “The Experience –
Men: Making Men Stronger”,
which was held in Rock Hill
South Carolina on August 10th 12th, 2017.
It is the powerful sense of the
leadership of the MOZ and my
personal feelings, that strong
men make strong families, strong
families make strong churches
and strong churches make strong
communities. Therefore, if the
church is going to be the church

Jesus Christ expects us to be, we
believe it is imperative that we
build a strong and effective ministry that will be life-changing for
men and their families.
As the men’s ministry at Walters
grow and grow, and the men at
Walters exhibit Christ-likeness in
our lives, we believe God will use
each one of us to help change the
lives of others in our homes, our
church and in our communities.
Article by

King Rogers, Sr.

Well, I am a church folk and I
continue daily to be aware that I
am human but how I react to situation and people is where God's
grace and mercy gets me through.
Sincerely
Dasha
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VISION COMMITTEE PROJECT
“For the vision is yet for an
appointed time; but at the end
it will speak, and it will not lie.
Though it tarries, wait for it;
because it will surely come, it
will not tarry long.”

Habakkuk 2:3

The Walters church
family continues to move
forward as the Lord leads
and guides toward the goal
of building a new sanctuary
in which to worship and
glorify God. As we continue to pay our $40 per week
and collect our dimes,
Committee members develop and implement new ideas, such as the recent clothing drive. Other ideas are in
the planning stages, however, one new plan has been
launched recently: A Historical Calendar which will
highlight the rich history of
the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church in the
North Eastern Episcopal
District. From its earliest

beginnings, the A.M.E. Zion
Church has been known for
its spirit of reform and activism. In the 19th century, the
church was in the forefront of
the antislavery movement.
Several of the best-known
black abolitionists, including
Frederick Douglass, Harriet
Tubman, and Sojourner Truth,
joined the A.M.E. Zion
Church.
We were recently favored with a brief visit by our
Episcopal Leader, the Right
Reverend Dennis V. Proctor.
He presides over 161 churches spanning from Maine to
New Jersey and spreading
across the waters to the Bahamas and London, England.
We have reached out to our
Episcopal family to, “Come
and Build with Us!” by becoming a part of our calendar.
This 2-year calendar will also
feature the Bishops – from
our first Bishop, James Varick, who founded our Mother
Church in New York; to Bish-

op Alexander Walters who is
part of our local history. Also,
famous Missionaries, such as
Rev. Florence Randolph, who
founded the Supply Department and was one of the first
female evangelists licensed to
preach, was a part of the New
Jersey Conference.
We have set September
1, 2018 as the target date for
distributing the calendar
which will cover the years
2019-2020. The churches
may place their historical images and highlights on a Full
page for $500; ½ page $250;
¼ page $125; and 1/8 page
for $75. However, we want
every member of Walters, as
well as our family, friends
and local businesses, to participate by listed these names
on our “Builders” pages for
$50 each. Please participate
and Come Build with Us!

Page 5

Volume 9 Issue 9

BE A PART OF THE HISTORY

Frederick Douglass

Sojourner Truth

Harriet Tubman Bishop Dennis V. Proctor Bishop Alexander Walters Bishop James Varick

Rev. Florence Randolph

SPONSORED BY: WALTERS MEMORIAL A.M.E. ZION CHURCH, BRIDGEPORT, CT
REV. ELVIN CLAYTON, PASTOR

COME AND BUILD WITH US!

“For the vision is yet for an appointed time;
but at the end it will speak, and it will not lie.
Though it tarries, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry long.”
Habakkuk 2:3

Thank you to all who helped man the table to promote our historical calendar and the new church
which is on it’s way.
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PRAYER CLOSET
Prayer for the Sick
Father of goodness and love,

Prayer for the Pastor
Dear God, I lift my pastor,
Rev. Elvin Clayton to You in
prayer, that You may bless
him with wisdom, direction
and humility. I pray for Rev.
Clayton’s physical and spiritual health, for proper sleep, diet
and rest, as well as time to
pray and study Your Word.
And finally, let my pastor remain faithful to you in ministry and to family, that Your
name can be proclaimed with
honor.
In Jesus’ name, Amen

Hear our prayers for the sick
members of our church and for
all who are in need.
Amid mental and physical suffering may they find consolation in your healing presence.
Show your mercy as you close
wounds, cure illness, make broken bodies whole and free
downcast spirits. May these
special people find lasting
health and deliverance, and so
join us in thanking you for all
your gifts.
We ask this through the Lord
Jesus who healed those who
believed.
Amen

Prayer of Thanks
for My Church
Dear Father,
Today I thank you for my
church. While some might think
of doors and windows, I’m praising you for spirits and hearts.
The people whose lives you’ve
intersected are remarkable
through your grace. I can’t
praise you enough for the unique
way You’ve blended the talent’s
of individuals into beautiful masterpieces of joy. May we love
one another to the fullest and be
evidence of your ultimate love to
advance the work of your kingdom.
In the name of our Lord, Jesus
the Christ.
Amen

Prayer for Comfort
Dear God,
I don’t know all of the challenges my friends have, but
YOU know EVERYTHING. I hear their silence, YOU
hear their prayers. I see their laughter, YOU see their
tears. I see when they give, YOU see what’s been taken from them. I see their beautiful appearance, YOU
see the scars in their souls. I experience their faith,
YOU know their doubts. My prayer for them God is
that YOU hear EVERY single prayer and MEET them
at their need.
In Jesus’ name. Amen

PSALM 46:1 God is our refuge and
strength, A very present help in trouble
Sis. Dorothy Coated
Sis Marion DeBerry
Sis. L. Harper-Jackson
Sis Judith Jackson
Sis Ruth Jackson

Sis Ruth Kinston
Bro. Lavell Lynch
Sis Cynthia Morton
Sis. Willie M. Price
Sis. Madeline Williams
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WOMEN OF WALTERS MEMORIAL A.M.E. ZION CHURCH
Walters Women of God,
guess what your next study is
about? Simon Peter, a rock moved
by God by Bill Crowder. Did you
know Earthquakes move
rocks….and people. And when the
ground under our feet begins to
shake, our view of the world
changes. Something like that happened to a first-century fisherman

named Simon. But when Jesus first Sunday at 9:30 am. and bring
came into his life, the ground un- a friend. See you soon!
der his feet began to shake. This
study can give us spiritual courage
to face anything.
We can learn a lot from Peter’s
struggle to become “rocklike”--stable and consistent. So every
woman of Walters join us on the

PRAISE GOD FOR...
JAMACIA, OVERSEAS OUTREACH
Walters Members Add a Little
WH&OMS Overseas Outreach to
Vacation in Jamaica!
Several Walters members had
planned a vacation to Jamaica for
this past August. They decided to
try and partner with a church or
agency in Jamaica and bring needed
donations as an outreach project.
Walters Missionary Dept. collected
enough first aid supplies to fill a
large suitcase to bring to Jamaica!

Members Colin Francis, Stephanie Francis, Donna Gamble, and
Antoinette Smith are shown here
with Elder Ransford Allen of Davis Cove S.A.D. Church, in the
parish of Hanover, and the town
of Lucea.
The church, while still under
construction, holds weekly services and operates a soup kitchen.
They also serve as a local shelter
when needed. The elder expressed
such heartfelt gratitude for our

1000 DRESSES FOR AFRICA
Missionary Supervisor Mrs. Diane Proctor sent out a plea for
the Northeastern Episcopal District to make pillow case dresses
for Africa. The WH&OM Bureau of Supply, Mrs. Sara Cherrington was hoping for 1000
dresses from our region. The
Hartford District made 1000
dresses and Walters Memorial
AME Zion Church Missionary,
Lay, Clergy, Family and Friends

collectively sewed 200 of the
1000 pillow case dresses to
send to Africa. As Presiding
Elder Rev. Terry Jones,
“Working Together Works”.

donations. We left feeling so
good about being to help our
brothers and sisters in Christ and
hope to continue helping them in
some way.

Submitted
By
Stephine
Frances
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1ST LADY OF WALTERS
MRS.
VANESSA E. CLAYTON,
1ST LADY OF WALTERS,
SPEAKS ON CAPITOL HILL
One of my duties as a member of
the Executive Board of the Women’s Home and Overseas Missionary Society, is to serve as liaison
to the organization, Bread for the
World. Therefore, I was asked to
stand in for Dr. Sandra Gadson,
International President, for the
People of Faith for Healthcare
(Interfaith Healthcare Coalition)
23 Hour Prayer Vigil which was
held on June 28-29, 2017 on the
grounds of Capitol Hill in Washington, DC.

When I agreed to go, with one
day’s notice, I thought I was to
participate in the readings, litanies
& prayers. Later on, as I read the
emails and attachments more
closely, I discovered that Dr.
Gadson was scheduled to speak
twice, speeches for which I had
about 24 hours to prepare. So the
train became the transportation
choice of necessity.
Sure enough, after I arrived and
found the gathering place, which

was a challenge in and of itself, I
received a program, with my
name in it – twice – 1st for the
kick-off on Wed. at 4pm and
then as representing the Pan African Church Leaders’ Prayer
Vigil in Partnership with Bread
for the World at 7am Thursday
morning. It was refreshing to
attend the Closing Amen that
afternoon as part of the background crowd. And I did get to
take a picture with Representative Nancy Pelosi, Minority
Leader. Upon arrival, I was
asked if I was going to camp out
on the grounds for the 23 hours,
like many of the attendees. I was
completely taken aback and respectfully declined because I did
not come prepared for that. I
quickly found a luxury hotel
close to Union Station.
But in all seriousness this gathering was important for people of
all faiths and cultural backgrounds to come together to pray
and raise our voices to save
Medicaid and the Affordable
Care Act. Obamacare, as it has
been surnamed, was scheduled to
be cut by the Senate Health Care

Bill which was to be voted on before the July 4th recess. God was
already at work, because before
the opening Invocation was given,
the Senate’s Better Care Reconciliation Act of 2017, was already
doomed for failure, so it was tabled. However, they are not finished yet, there is a large, vocal
group of mean-spirited individuals
who could care less that 22 million
people would lose their health care
by 2026 and 15 million who
would lose coverage from Medicaid. This would indeed increase
hunger and poverty in the U.S.
As Missionaries with the mandate
to go, preach, teach, and feed and
clothe the less fortunate, we must
rally our local churches to let our
Congressmen and Senators know
that, just like Jesus, we care about
the elderly, people with disabilities, and children – and so should
they – so therefore, they must vote
against any such legislation.
Amen!

Submitted by
Vanessa Clayton
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LAY CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS
The 11th Quadrennial Lay Convention was held in Knoxville Tennessee during July 22-27th. It is during this time laity throughout Zion
come together to hear the word of
God, participate in lay academies,
ratify amendments and resolutions
for the A.M.E Zion Book of Discipline and the Connectional Lay
Council Handbook. Bylaws/
Legislation and voting of connectional officers took place. Not only did we take care of the business
of the lay council we also participated morning watch and bible
study. Some of us took a ride on
The Star of Knoxville Dinner
Cruise river boat; others went to
the oldest black museum in Tennessee, the Beck Cultural Exchange Center. There was the
Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame
and an evening of Gospel music
by local artist. Yes, we had time
for fun, it was not all business.
A few of the speakers:
Bishop Uduak Effiong, who is the
indigenous presiding prelate of
Eastern West Africa. He preached
the communion service for the lay
convention. This is the first time
Bishop Effiong preached in the
United States, he was over joyed
and quite nervous. He preached
from the 37th chapter of Genesis
verse 3. Title, “Standing on the
Promise of God”. His three points
were; 1) The Word of God is Adequate – God will supply all our
needs, 2) The Word of God is

Available and 3) The Word of
God is Affordable.
Bishop Darryl Starnes preached
from Romans 2:21-29. Bishop
Starnes is known for having as
many points and sub-points to get
the message across. The title he
offered was the “Before & After,
the Spiritual Dynamics of a Circumcised Heart”. Circumcision of
the body is for men only. However, circumcision of the heart is for
everyone. Point 1) Before Heart
Circumcision, we were Godless
and wretched. 2) Before heart
circumcision we could be religious and wretched (we serve God
but how are we treating people).
3) When hearts are circumcised;
we are regenerated, a rebirth; a
born-again spirit becomes evident.
4) After our hearts are circumcised
we can be transformed. Transformed or changed by God’s spirit
to receive His gifts. Changed
Heart + Renewed Mind = Transformed Life.
Missionary Supervisor Mrs. Sheila
Wells Monroe (Eastern North Carolina Episcopal District) gave the
Educational Message for the Bishop George J. Leake, III Scholarship Prayer Breakfast. Mrs. Monroe scripture came from 2 Chronicle 1:10-12, “Power Down and
Pray”. The points given 1) Reflect
on what you’re doing. 2) Revise
the things which need to be
changed. 3) Refocus, God must
have priority. Put things in per-

spective.
We were also entertained with
skits portraying Frederick Douglas, Harriet Tubman, Phillis
Wheatly, Sojourner Truth and
Bishop James Varick, their lives
which has help shaped our great
African Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church, also known as the Freedom Church. There is a lot of rich
history in Zion. Our denomination
played a major part in the freedom
we are experiencing today.
Our quadrennial Connectional Lay
Council officers are:
Mary J. Mathews
International President (new wording amended in the bylaws)
Leondras “Lele” Davis
1st Vice President
Connie Bell Wright
2nd Vice President
Mireille Landrum
Secretary

Ned Highsmith
Financial Secretary
Cynthia White – Treasurer
William Manning – Chaplain
Submitted by
Shelley Henry
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CHEESECAKE
PHILADELPHA NEW YORK STYLE – SOUR CREAM – TOPPED CHEESECAKE
1 ½ cups graham cracker crumbs
¼ cup butter, melted
1 ¼ cup sugar, divided
4 packs (8oz each) Philadelphia Cream Cheese softened
2 tsp. vanilla, divided
16 oz. sour cream divided
4 eggs
2 cup fresh berries
1 Tbsp. Sugar
Heat oven to 375 degrees
Line: 13X9 inch pan with aluminum foil, with ends of foil extending over
Sides: Mix Graham Cracker crumbs, butter and 2 Tbsp. sugar pressed onto bottom of pan
Beat: Cream cheeses, one cup of the remaining sugar and 1 tsp. vanilla with mixer until blended.
Add: 1 cup of sour cream, mix well, add eggs, one at a time, beating at low speed after each just until blended.
Pure over crust. Mix well, add eggs, one at a time, beating on low speed after each just until blended. Pour over
crust. Bake 40 minutes. Cool completely. Refrigerate 3 hours. Use foil handles to lift cheesecake from pan before cutting to serve.
Combine berries with 1 TBSP. sugar and top cheesecake with berries.
Prep time is 15 minutes. Total time is 5 hours 5 minutes (including refrigeration).
One makes 16 servings
Submitted by Derrick Wilder
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BOWLING WITH THE HARTFORD DISTRICT YOUTH
Guess who went Bowling in Plainville CT in July 28-29, 2017? Yes,
Rev. Carolyn and King Rogers
were present at the Sunday School
Convention at Spottswood AME
Zion Church. The Host Pastor was
Rev. King who made us feel at
home and gave us a delicious
breakfast. It was a pleasure fellowshipping with the youth from the
AME Zion churches. Then we
journeyed to Plainville CT to bowl.
Churches brought vans of children
to bowl. Just as 1 Corinthians
12:12 says,” Just as a body, though
one, has many parts, but all its
many parts form one body, so it is

with Christ. As we bowled we
gave pointers to the younger children and teens. We worked on
teams, but had fellowship and a
togetherness that only Christ can
give. The two-day Sunday School
Convention was an awesome success.
Submitted By:
Rev. Carolyn Rogers
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Walters A.M.E. Zion Church
12 Gregory Street
Bridgeport, Conn.

Walters A.M.E. Zion Church
12 Gregory Street
Bridgeport, Conn.

Name
Address
City, State

waltersmem@aol.com

Building For Our Future

KEEPING IN TOUCH
WALTERS EVENTS:

March 11, 2018 - Stewards Day

Saturday February 3, 2017

Saturday October 21, 2017

September 16, 2018 - Usher Day

Hartford District Black History

Walters Missionary Meeting 1:00pm

Mt. Olive, Waterbury

November 12, 2017

HARTFORD DISTRICT DATES:

Friends & Family Day

Saturday October 28, 2017

ANNUAL CONF. DATES:

December 31, 2017

Hartford District Christian Ed

January 24-28, 2017

Watch Night Service

at Walters

Bahama Island Annual Conf.

January 8-14, 2018

Saturday November 4, 2017

Spiritual Emphasis Week
1/13/18—Breakfast

Lay Banquet at Cross St., Middletown,
12 noon.

Saturday October 14, 2017

1/14/18—Worship Service

Honoree Mark Dickey

1st Check up Meeting

February 14, 2018 Ash Wednesday

Saturday December 4, 2017

April 2018—Men’s Weekend

Missionary Mass Meeting 9:30am

Belmont AMEZ, Worcester, MA.
9:30am

Sunday April 29, 2018—Trustee

Metropolitan, Hartford

May 20, 2018—Women’s Day

New England Conf. Lay Council
Meeting 8:30am

