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JESUS SAID I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE (JOHN 11:25
Do you know who Jesus is?
He said “I am the Resurrection and
the Life” (John 11:25) is the fifth of
the seven ”I am” statements of Jesus. Lazarus was dead. Jesus had
heard that His good friend was sick,
but instead of going to visit Lazarus,
Jesus “stayed where he was for two
more days” (John 11:6). He explained to His puzzled disciples that
the sickness was “for God’s glory,
that God’s Son may be glorified
through it” (v. 4). After Lazarus
died, Jesus began a journey to Bethany, Lazarus’s home. Significantly,
when Jesus informed His disciples
that Lazarus was dead, He simply
said His friend was “asleep, but I

am going there to wake him
up” (John 11:11).
Outside Bethany, Lazarus’s sister Martha went out to
meet Jesus. “If you had been
here,” she said, “my brother
would not have died.” Such was
her faith in Jesus’ power to heal.
Jesus replied by assuring Martha
that her brother would rise again.
Martha responded again in faith:
“I know he will rise again in the
resurrection at the last day.” At
this point, Jesus makes His fifth “I
Am” statement in John’s gospel,
“I am the resurrection and the
life,” and He follows it with a call
to faith: “He who believes in me

will live, even though he dies,
and whoever lives and believes
in me will never die” (John
11:21-24).
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A vision from God will
motivate you. A vision
from God will keep you
on track. A vision from
God will keep you moving and motivate you to
press on to the mark of
the high calling of God.
This is why we need to
have a vision. God’s
provision is directly
linked to your expectations.
Todd Bentley (found on line)

Hebrews 11:1
Now faith is confidence
in what we hope for and
assurance about what we
do not see.

Submitted by
Shelley Henry
Editor
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JESUS SAID I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE (JOHN 11:25
Continue from page 1
When Jesus said, “I
am the resurrection and the
life,” He was claiming to be
the source of both. There is
no resurrection apart from
Christ, and there is no eternal
life apart from Christ. Beyond that, Jesus was also
making a statement concerning His divine nature. He
does more than give life;
He is life, and therefore death
has no ultimate power over
Him. Jesus confers this spiritual life on those who believe in Him, so that they
share His triumph over death
(1 John 5:11-12). Believers
in Jesus Christ will experience resurrection because,
having the life Jesus gives, it
is impossible for death to defeat them (1 Corinthians
15:53-57).
The grieving Martha wished
that Jesus had arrived earlier
so He could have healed her

brother. And when Jesus spoke of
resurrection, Martha assumed He
was speaking of “the resurrection
at the last day.” In both statements,
Martha reveals that she considered
Time an insurmountable obstacle.
In effect, Martha was saying, “It’s
too late to help Lazarus (the time
is past), so now we must wait
(allow more time).”

godly perspective on several spiritual matters.
1. Martha believed that the resurrection is an event;
2. Jesus showed her (and us) that
the resurrection is a Person.
3. Martha’s knowledge of eternal
life was an abstract idea; Jesus
proved that knowledge of eternal
life is a personal relationship.
4. Martha thought victory over
Jesus shows that neither Death nor death was a future expectation;
time is an obstacle to Him. Outside Jesus corrects her, showing that
the tomb, “Jesus called in a loud
victory is a present reality.
voice, ‘Lazarus, come forth!’ The
dead man came out” (John 11:43). After presenting Himself as the
It’s one thing to claim to be the
resurrection and the life, Jesus
resurrection and the life, but Jesus asks Martha an all-important quesproved it by raising Lazarus, who
tion: “Do you believe this?” (John
was four days dead. Truly, with
11:26). May Martha’s answer be
Christ, death is but “sleep” (1
ours as well: “Yes, Lord, I believe
Thessalonians 4:13). Death has no that you are the Christ, the Son of
dominion over Him who is Life
God who was to come into the
itself, nor does death have domin- world” (verse 27).
ion over those who are in Him (1
Corinthians 15:54-55). Because He My question to you Walterites, do
lives, we live. Because He is Life, you believe this?
we have life eternally.
Jesus’ statement that He is the res- Pastor
urrection and the life provides a

THE STORY OF CHRIST
Walters Easter Pageant was
absolutely wonderful. The story of Christ was told the Christian Educational way.
Christian Education went all
out with songs, dance and
skits. Each child and youth
had a part and executed it to
the fullest. From the youngest
with the one liner to the set designer and don’t forget about
the stage technician (mover of

furniture). Everyone played an
important part to make this production SHINE.
A job well done. Thank you
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THE MARGIE J. BONNER WOMAN OF EXCELLENCE
Award Luncheon
Saturday, April 1, 2017
Sallie Cunningham, daughter of
the late Rev. Sallie Cunningham
and Mr. Clifford Cunningham,
was the contestant chosen to
represent Walters. She has been
a faithful member of Walters
Memorial AME Zion Church, in
Bridgeport, for 63 years. As a
youth, she was active in the
Buds of Promise and the Alpha
Choir, later serving with the
Robert Hurt Jr. Ushers and
Youth Missionaries, then the

YAMS.
Sallie has been the president of Walters parent body of WHOMS for the
past 18 Years. She also served as
president of the Deaconess Board
for 20 years, and has been a class
leader for many years as well.
Her favorite scripture is Philippians
4:13; "I can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me." Her
favorite hymn is "The Church is one
foundation." Her hobbies are traveling, going to antique car shows, and
lending a hand wherever she can.

STEWARDESS BOARD
Stewardess Board
Would like to wish Sister Cynthia Wilder, Sister Michelle
Hamilton, Sister Irene Kelly,
and Sister Terri Williams a Happy and Blessed Birthday.

Also, we will be meeting every 3rd
Sunday – immediately following the
morning worship service

1 Peter 4:10
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to
serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms

BUDS...YOUTH...YAMS...
Going to the next step for the
Lord; The Buds of Promise.

Deuteronomy 11:19
Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home and
when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up .
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MISSION EDUCATION—TRANSFORMATION
When we talk about the word
transformation or about being
transformed, we usually use a
butterfly as a familiar object
to illustrate this process - how
a fuzzy caterpillar builds a
chrysalis around itself and
after a period of time emerges
as a beautiful butterfly - it
was morphed or transformed
into a different organism with
a different purpose in life. A
caterpillar has only one job to
perform - that is to eat, so it
will have enough energy to go
through the metamorphoses
process and become a beautiful creature to pollinate
plants, helping them to produce new seeds.
In that sense, a butterfly displays the kind of virtues we
humans should be carrying
out - producing seeds (fruit)
for the kingdom of God. It
says in John 15:8, “This is to
be my Father’s glory, that you
bear much fruit, showing
yourselves to be my disciples.” It is essential to increase the fruit (or those character virtues we exhibit in our
lives) to be productive as well
informed disciples of Christ
in order to carry out the responsibilities given to believers such as serving others and
spreading the gospel.
However, as I have been invited to be a guest speaker at
various churches during this
Conference year I have used
as an object - an eagle to illustrate this years component
of our Missionary Theme “The Great Commission - A
Global Outreach: Personal

Transformation. I believe it is fitting because we have to do much
more, especially in these days and
times, to bring about even greater
transformation in the up-building of
the kingdom of God. I used this story everywhere I have spoken, except at Walters, so I wish to share it
with you now:
The story comes from the book,
You Can if You Think You Can by
Norman Vincent Peale. It’s about a
mother hen raising an eaglet with
her baby chicks. This eaglet, who’s
egg somehow got placed in the nest
of a hen, hatched and grew up as a
chicken, not knowing any other
life. In fact, he was content with his
life until he saw an eagle with
wings outstretched fly over the
farmyard in which he was growing
up. All of a sudden the little eagle
thought, I’m not a chicken, I’m like
that and he was no longer satisfied
with the status quo. He had never
flown before but something inside
of him gave him the confidence to
try. He began to spread his wings
and eventually flew a distance. He
kept trying until he soared high
atop a mountain crag where he met
many other eagles. This story reminds us to stop being a chicken
and become an eagle. Be transformed for greater service.
Here at Walters we have a monumental task to complete - build a
new sanctuary to the glory of God.
The Bible uses the eagle as an illustration many times. As a matter of
fact, more is said about eagles in
Scripture than any other bird. Let
us, therefore, use these examples to
not only transform our minds but
our actions as well. Here are some
biblical references to help move us
along:

Eagle wings are strong - God
says in Ex. 9:4-5 that “…I
carried you on eagles
wings…if you obey me
fully and keep my covenant…you’ll be my special
treasure.”
Eagles are swift - Job observed the eagle in her
swift flight in chapter 9,
verse 26.
Eagles understand the need to
renew or rebuild. (Ps.
103:5)
The eagle is used as an illustration of God’s training.
(Deut. 32:11-14)
And when we think we cannot
accomplish our goals, God
directs us to Is. 40:31 “But they that wait upon
the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount
up with wings as eagles;
they shall run, and not be
weary; and they shall
walk, and not faint.”
Let us not sit back and become
satisfied with our present status –
be transformed; become an eagle,
a Christian steward walking in the
authority of God, stomping out the
devil before he poses another
threat. We must never sit back and
complain or give up hope. We can
do all things through Christ who
gives us strength. We’ve got the
victory. Hallelujah!
Faith, Wisdom and Prayer are our
watchwords.
Submitted
By Vanessa Clayton
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“MEET THE JEAN BAPTISTE FAMILY”
Shedeline B. Jean Baptiste
and her twin sons, Kanye and
Kyler are fairly new members of
Walters. Mom works as a home
health aide with Family Care Visiting Nurse and Home Care Agency in Stratford, caring for disabled patients. She has also completed training in culinary arts at
Lincoln Tech, in Shelton, as a
chef. She often does catering for
private events. In her spare time,
she likes exercising, dancing and
reading. Born in Haiti, Shedeline
speaks French and Creole, as well
as English.
The twins attend the Jettie
S. Tisdale Elementary School in
Bridgeport and are in the seventh
grade. Both have perfect attendance and make the honor roll
each marking period. Kanye loves
math and enjoys playing basketball, while Kyler prefers reading
and loves to sing. This year he
will perform in the school play,
“Peter Pan” as one of Captain
Hook’s pirates!
~

Stephanie: How did you first hear
about Walters?
Shedeline: I was first invited by
Lillian McKnight when services
were held in the original church. I
came another time for Family and
Friends Day. When we moved
from Stamford to Bridgeport, we
continued to attend our church in
Stamford. It is a Christian church
where the service is spoken in
Creole and the boys did not speak
creole that well so it was a little
hard for them to understand.
Stephanie: What was it about
Walters that made you decide to
make it your church home?
Shedeline: When Lillian told me
about her church I decided to try
it. It was nice and the people were
very friendly to us. It is closer to
home and the service is in English.
Stephanie: It seems as though
Kanye and Kyler are already very
active in the church activities.
How do they feel about their new
church?

Shedeline: They like it. They are
a little shy but they like it here
and they enjoy singing in the
Alpha Choir. They attend Sunday school and they have participated in the Christmas Program, the Black History Program and the Easter Program.
Stephanie: You are participating in several church activities,
too. Tell me about that.
Shedeline: Yes, I attend the
Sunday School, too. I joined the
Praise Dance Ministry as well. I
have always loved to dance and
I really liked what they were doing. I don’t sing in the choir every Sunday but when they call for
mass choir I will sing with them.
Stephanie: We are so happy
that you chose to make Walters
your church home. Thank you so
much for your time and for helping us get to know you all a little
better.
Submitted by
Stephanie Hairel-Francis
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HARFORD DISTRICT CONFERENCE—DELEGATE’S REPORT
The Hartford District Conference
took place March 30-31, 2017 at Mt.
Olive AME Zion Church in Waterbury, CT. where Rev. Derrill Blue is
the pastor and hosted the conference.
Rev. Blue introduced Presiding Elder
Rev. Terry L. Jones to the conference
body. This is the first district conference under the leadership of our
interim Presiding Elder Rev. Jones.
Presiding Elder Jones open the conference by stating he is here by the
grace of God and he is standing on
the shoulders of Rev. Timothy Howard, Presiding Elder Emeritus.
Rev. Jones introduced the Communion Meditation preacher, Rev. Kelcy
G. L. Steele, pastor of Varick Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church in New Haven, CT. Rev. Steele preached from
the book of Matthew 26:14-25; titled
“Foolishness in the Fellowship”. He
stated that Judas was making foolishness. Judas found out he was not
getting famous so he sold out Jesus.
The most painful betrayal is by the
person you know. Rev. Steele’s key
points were
• We are all on the same team
• It’s all about Jesus
• We are all a part of the same
family.
After our health break which went
very well throughout the conference
(less swollen feet/ankles) we had The
Lay Hour held by the Hartford District President, Joseph Ottley. Mr.
Ottley noted that the lay council is
where you get your marching orders.
As laity, all of us have something to
give. Mr. Alton Brooks spoke on
pollical and social actions. We as a
people need to be aware of what is
going on within all levels of the government and be will to serve. Rev.
Jones facilitated “Leading from the
Second Chair”; where he spoke with
all Supernumerary Ministers of the
district about what were their concerns and or challenges as clergy.
Reported from their secession was as
clergy but not pastors they need to
stay in their lane, communication is

very important, know who you are, respect yourself and authority, pastors are
not perfect it’s difficult without a second chair.
Thursday evening worship leader was
Rev. Moses Harvill and choirs were
from Cross Street A.M.E. Zion Church
and Zion Baptist Church. The guest
preacher was Rev. Calbert Brantley,
pastor of Zion Baptist Church of Waterbury, CT. The message for the evening
came from I Kings 17:2-3; “God’s
Words to Elijah”. Key points:
• Listen and receive God’s word.
Have a receptive heart.
• There are some things we can’t see.
Trust God.
• God has a prepared place for each
of us. We must accept death to
bring life.
Friday morning began with morning
glory devotion. Written reports were
given to the presiding elder earlier but
he allowed each pastor and lay person
to give highlights about their church.
Following these reports Presiding Elder
gave the State of the District Report;
which came from the book Deuteronomy verses 1-3. The subject title;
“Where Do We Go from Here, and
How? He stated we are going in circles
and churches can’t keep living in the
past. We are not to discount the past
because we will not have anything to
stand on. We are to:
• Learn from the past
• Cast our present as processed
• We are to prepare for the future.
We can’t be content!
As we continue with the conference,
retired pastor, Rev. Daniel Collins, was
given the opportunity to addressed the
conference on behalf of all retired Hartford District pastors. He gave a short
greeting and Presiding Elder Jones gave
Rev. Collins a small gift which all retired Hartford District pastors will receive. Presiding Elder Jones stated,
“these pastors have served us well and
we are standing on their shoulders”.
A Moment in Memorium which was
given by the Necrology Committee;
Rev. Dr. Shirley Moone Childs, Rev.

Robyn Anderson and cochairpersons. Bro. King Rogers
read 2 Corinthians 5:8-9, prayer
rendered by Rev. Lynnette Davis
and the song “Highway to Heaven” in unison.
State of the Church: Quarterly
conference reporting is going digital. Training will take place. Rev.
Dr. Elvin Sadler, General Secretary-Auditor will be coming to the
area to train Presiding Elders and
a selected team who will train others. Jacklyn Davis, Rev. Derrill
Blue of Mt. Olive and Sonda Weston of Metropolitan are the technical persons for the district.
Bishop Proctor wants the 1st quarter after June to be digital.
The School of the Prophet: “On
Liberation: A Journey in Praise of
the Legacy of the Freedom
Church”
As Presiding Elder Jones nicely
put it; Rev. Malcolm J. Byrd, the
oldest young man Presiding Elder
knows. Rev. Byrd is the pastor of
Jackson Memorial A.M.E. Zion
Church, Hempstead, New York
and the youngest Chef of Protocol
in our denomination. Rev. Byrd
went through the history of the
A.M.E. Zion Church. He went on
to say that the A.M.E Zion Church
is the “most multifaceted African
American institution in the United
States. Zion is a Spiritual Institution, Educational Institution and
Justice Institution”. Congregations should be interested in insisting upon the harmony of these 3
institutional ideals. These principles tell the world who we are.
Rev. Byrd also stated for the Freedom Church to survive another
generation, it must
• Commit to be willing to lose
its life for the sake of its life.
• Engage millennials beyond
worship opportunities
• Do what no one else is doing
in the community
Continue on page 7
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HARTFORD DISTRICT CONFERENCE—DELEGATE REPORT
•

IT MUST HAVE COURGAGE!!!

Local Preacher Hour – Each local
preacher was given 7 minutes to give
a sermonette. All passed on to their
next level of study.
Sis. Adrian Barnes – Blackwell, Sis.
Ambrozene Bennett – Archer Mem,
Sis. Felicia Freeman – Cross St., Sis
Doreen Marshall – Archer Mem, Sis.
Theresa Morant - Varick Mem, Sis.
Monique Sanders – Archer Mem, Sis.
Sade Smith – Clinton
Financial Report
All churches are round. It was promised that Rev. Timothy Howard would
receive his salary in one lump sum
and that the district would repay the
conference. Praise God from whom
all blessings flow. Both promises
were kept.
WH&OM
Mrs. Lillian Reason gave a heartwarming address and thanked everyone for their support of cards, calls
and love during the transitioning of

her husband. She also expressed
her thankfulness for serving in the
position as the District Missionary
President.
Town Hall Meeting:
Ministry as a Mindset: What are
You Thinking???”
• Rev. Jacqueline King Spottswood
• Rev. Kelcy G. L. Steele Varick Memorial
• Rev. Derrill Blue Mt. Olive
• Rev. G. Wesley Dullivan Parker Memorial
• Rev. Dr. Shelley D. Best, Redeemer’s
The panelist had the opportunity
to give their story of the struggles
they faced coming through the
ranks of ministry. As lay and
clergy when we hear a person’s
testimony, we should remember it
is “not about me”. Ultimately, we
are here to do the work of the
Lord as a team. We are to encour-

WALTERS YOUTH IN ACTION
Visiting the Sick & Shut-Ins
Walters Youth and children visited
the Sick and shut-ins on Good Friday, April 14, 20017. At the direction of Mrs. Vanessa Clayton, 15
Youth and children participated.
The Youth and children made special Easter gifts for each person
visited. The children were so
proud to give their gifts to each
person with joy. It was amazing
how the eyes of the sick and shutins lit up when the children and
youth sang a song “He’s Alive”
and prayed with them.
This is an excellent way God

wants us to train our youth and
children to do the work of God.,
showing that love of God in our
actions daily. We are the hands
and feet of God on earth.
The adult drivers were:
Teri William
Vernita Williams
Mrs. Vanessa Clayton
Rev. Carolyn Rogers
To God be the Glory!

age, not stifle. Push up, not pull
down. Pray for, not plan against.
The Hartford District Conference
ended with “The Word” which was
given by Rev. Kenneth I. Lewis, Jr.,
Pastor of Green Memorial A.M.E.
Zion Church in Portland Maine.
Rev. Lewis scriptural text came from
the book of Joshua 5:8-12 and the
title text was “Are You Prepared to
Possess Your Promise?” The points
to meditate on:
• Learn how to consecrate our present.
• We must contemplate our past
• We must celebrate our future
God is about to move us to another
level. Can’t expect a new thing with
the old paradigm, the old mindset.
The manna has stopped. How do we
react, how do we respond?
Submitted by
Shelley Henry
Walters’ Lay Delegate
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MISSIONARY WITH A PURPOSE
YAMS
Walters and Varick’s Yams
joined together to start a Book
Club. The group is currently
reading the 40 Day Soul Fast
by Cindy Trimm. The book
club meets every 2nd Saturday
of the month at Noon – alternating locations. During the
month of March meeting – Sister Terri Williams conducted
an Aids Awareness presentation.
Missionary Work
Buds, Youth Missionary Society, and YAMS prepared Easter
gifts and cards for the Sick and

Shut In. Buds and Youth
Missionary Society along
with YAMS plan to visit the
Sick and Shut In to deliver
the Easter gifts and cards on
Good Friday, April 14 – to
wish them a Happy Easter.
We would like to thank all
the parents, children, YAMS,
coordinators Vernita Williams (BUDS), Charita Gant
(YMS), Terri Williams
(YAMS), and our very own
1st Lady Mrs. Clayton
(General Chairman, Life
Member Council).

HAPPY BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS!!!
her beautiful voice. Olin Dorsey
is the President of the choir who
is very supportive to everyone.
The Pastor of Walters Memorial
AMEZ church is Rev. Elvin
Clayton.

Lista Dixson
On Sunday, March 26,2017 The
Walters Choir celebrated with
Lista Dixon at the Bridgeport Red
Lobster Restaurant. Lista was so
elated to have friends celebrate
with her. She is a faithful member of the choir who sings alto
with joy. Her smile encourages
everyone to continue on and enjoy the years God has given us.
Lista attends choir rehearsal faithfully. She even sings solos with

tiful. Thelma is a faithful member if
the choir at Walters Memorial
A.M.E. Zion church. Thelma’s favorite scripture is Psalm 91 and
Psalm 35. His Eye Is On The Sparrow is her favorite song. Olin Dorsey
is the President of the Choir. The
Pastor is Rev. Elvin Clayton.
Submitted By:
Rev. Carolyn Rogers

Thelma Johnson
March 12, 2017 Thelma Johnson
celebrated her 97 th birthday in
the home of her niece, Ms. Cathy
Mebane in New Haven, CT.
Themla was filled with smiles as
family and friends and choir
members celebrated with her.
The food was delicious and plen-

Volume 4 Issue 4

Page 9

THE PHOTO GALLERY

Page 10

Walters A.M.E. Zion Church
12 Gregory Street
Bridgeport, Conn.

waltersmem@aol.com

Building For Our Future

KEEPING IN TOUCH
June 7-11, 2017
Annual Conference
Cross Street, Middletown Ct.
Walters Ministries
9:00am Sunday Morning Prayer
9:30am - Sunday School
11:00am - Sunday
Morning Worship
12 noon—Wednesday
Bible Study
6:00pm—Wednesday Evening
Bible Study

Walters A.M.E. Zion Church
12 Gregory Street
Bridgeport, Conn.

Name
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City, State

