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Out of the cave of  

sorrow Jesus arose to 

release forgiveness to 

the world  

Laity Newsletter 

THERE’S NOTHING LIKE FAMILY 



        As we continue on with the 

Connectional Lay Council theme 

component of DISCIPLESHIP, 

remember the definition; “a person 

who is a pupil or an adherent of the 

doctrines of another;” a follower of 

another person.  Christian disciple-

ship is defined as “A person who 

accepts and assists in the spreading 

of the good news of Jesus Christ”.   

Another word to think about and 

define is LOYALITY  - “The quali-

ty or state of being loyal: a loyal 

feeling: a feeling of strong support 

for someone or something 

     When we are loyal to the Afri-

can Methodist Episcopal Zion 

Church Denomination we are loyal 

to God.  When we are loyal to God 

we are loyal to the African Meth-

odist Episcopal Zion Church.  Read 

the A.M.E. Zion Church’s Mission 

Statement.   

     Our Church, The African Meth-

odist Episcopal Zion Denomination 

is a Loyal Disciple of Jesus the 

Christ.  As a denomination we fol-

low the teachings of Jesus.  It states 
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LAITY—GOD’S PURPOSE 

in the Mission Statement, “The mission 

of the African Methodist Episcopal 

Zion Church is to increase our love for 

God and to help meet the needs of hu-

mankind by “Loving God with all our 

heart, with all our soul, and with all our 

mind, and to love our neighbor as our-

selves.”  Luke 10:27. 

The Statement continues with 

“Therefore, we love God and are obe-

dient to His commandments and loyal 

to all for which He and His Kingdom 

stand.”  God requires us to be obedient 

to Him and to His teachings.  When we 

are obedient to God we are loyal to 

God and we are loyal to our A.M.E. 

Zion Church.  

     When in the mist of disciplining, 

questions might come to you about our 

denominational belief; you can with 

assurance say we are followers of Jesus 

the Christ and his teachings. It is clear-

ly written in our Book of Discipline for 

all to know.  We also share in the mis-

sion of His Son Jesus Christ, in 

“healing the sick, helping the blind to 

receive sight, the lame to walk, the lep-

er to be cleansed, the deaf to hear, the 

dead to be raised, and the poor to 

have the Good News preached to 

them.” – Luke 4:18 

     Lastly stated in our A.M.E. 

Zion Mission statement is “We 

actualize this mission by praising 

God, by being obedient to the de-

mands of the Gospel, by telling 

the story of God’s gracious acts in 

creating and redeeming the world, 

by inviting persons to commit 

their lives to Jesus Christ, and by 

serving as ministers of God’s lib-

erating reconciling grace”.   Let 

us tell all that our church is built 

on the Word of God and we are 

not afraid of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ.  As members of Zion; we 

are preparing for General Confer-

ence, with that said some changes 

will come.  But rest assure there 

are some things that are not nego-

tiable; that is our foundation 

which comes from Jesus the 

Christ.   

 

Submitted by  
Shelley Henry 

May the celebration of resur-

rected life bring new hope to 

your being. 

May the victory over earthly 

death turn your eyes to the 

promises of heaven. 

May the empty tomb help 

you to leave your sorrows at 

the foot of the cross. 

So that God's hope, promis-

es and forgiveness reign in 

your life forever. 

 Amen. 

WHY COME TO BIBLE STUDY? 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

16 d
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 

for correction, and for training in righteousness, 
17 

that 
e
the man of God

2
 may 

be complete, 
f
equipped 

g
for every good work.      Come join us! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10:27&version=NKJV
http://biblia.com/books/esv/2Ti3.16
http://biblia.com/books/esv/2Ti3.16
http://biblia.com/books/esv/2Ti3.16
http://biblia.com/books/esv/2Ti3.16
http://biblia.com/books/esv/2Ti3.16
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CELEBRATING LIFE 

Thelma Marie Johnson 
 

Interviewed and Submitted by  

Rev. Carolyn Rogers 

 

Thelma Marie Johnson was born March 12,1920 in Macon Georgia to Jen-

ny Ann Bridges Liburd and Joshua Bowen Liburd. Thelma’s father was 

from Nevis Virgin Islands. He died when she was 3 years old.  Her Grandfa-

ther took the family in to live with him.  (There were 7 siblings and her 

mother)  

The grandfather, Rev. Bridges’ home had 31 rooms on 817 Posner Street in Georgia. This home was an 

orphanage and school. The name was Atlanta Commercial Institute. Twenty years ago, this home was 

bought from the family and torn down to build a Library for Spelman University. 

I asked Thelma, what was her hobby growing up in Georgia? She replied, “Tap Dancing.” Her big sister 

and brother were excellent at this so she wanted to do it too. So She even took lessons! 

I asked Thelma what was the funniest thing that happened to her as a child? She replied, “My oldest sister 

played piano, so I wanted to play piano too.” She said she took piano lesson from a Morehouse College stu-

dent because she lived across the street from the college. 

In 1938, Thelma graduated from Washington High School in Georgia. Thelma went to Spelman College 

for one year.  She participated in a governmental program that brought her out of Georgia to Hartford, CT, 

then New Haven and finally to Bridgeport.  She said that was the best thing that ever happened to her. 

There were few Black Americans around in 1943 nearing the end of Ward War II. 

Then she met the love of her life in 1959, Zack Johnson from Virginia. They were married for 22 years.  

There were no children from this union. Thelma worked at Avco and as a Typist for 3 Medical doctors. 

Thelma’s memory is excellent as she tells me in 1947, she joined Walters Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church at 

the ripe age of 27 years old. Thelma’s ministries are singing alto or tenor on the choir and attending Sunday 

School. 

On March 12, 2016, yes, Thelma turned 96 years old.  The Walters Choir celebrated with her on March 

13, 2016 at the Teppanyaki & Supreme Buffet. Thelma was elated with joy to see her family and so many 

people at her party. 

Thelma attends choir rehearsal every week with a smile.  Her favorite scripture 

is Psalm 91. May God continue to bless her and keep her.  

To God Be The Glory! 
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LIVING LIFE FULLY 

Mrs. Elizabeth Hill 

Interviewed and Submitted  

by Adele Hodges 
 

     Mrs. Elizabeth Hill, born Elizabeth Johnson, came into the world on 

August 20, 1916 in Charlotte, North Carolina.  She was the seventh of 

ten children born to Reverend Jacob F. and Minniebelle Ross Johnson.  

Called “Lib” by her family; the actual date of her birth is unknown, as 

she was delivered at home by a midwife.  During that time, birthdates 

were recorded only after the midwife had performed a number of births 

and was then able to get to the court house to register births; usually re-

cording the same birthday for all.    

     Growing up during the Depression was extremely hard and for Elizabeth it was even more so.  As a young 

black girl growing up in the South she faced the treacherous treatment of the “negro,” but also at the early age of 

six, she endured the death of her mother.  It was a situation reverberated throughout her family, fostering adult 

roles and responsibilities on those who were still children.   Her 12 year old sister Margaret became the primary 

caregiver and Elizabeth was at her side, cooking, cleaning, and washing the cloths for her younger siblings.  How-

ever, these tasks in no way exempted them from regularly attending church and participating which was a require-

ment by their father, Reverend Jacob Johnson whom was an AME Zion minister.  Church remains a cornerstone 

of Elizabeth’s life.    

     Seeking a better life through the great Northern migration, in 1942, after graduating from high school, Eliza-

beth moved to Bridgeport Connecticut.  This move was also requested of her best friend Francis who had recent-

ly moved to Bridgeport with her family, also seeking a better life.  Elizabeth arrived only to find out that although 

she was in the North, much was the same as back home.  Bridgeport was described as the “Up South” and Eliza-

beth will quickly tell you that; “Bridgeport was terrible and so prejudice.  You couldn’t do anything and could 

barely go anywhere.  The colored people had it rough.”  In fact, at that time, most African Americans lived on 

the East Side or the South End of Bridgeport.  When she first arrived, she lived with Mrs. Dorsey, the sister of 

Reverend R.B. Hurd on the East Side.  Everyone called her Mama “D.”  Shortly thereafter, Elizabeth was fol-

lowed to the North by her brothers Henry and Edward, her sister Louise, and her Cousin Nettie.   

     It was her position in the office of the U. S. Army that proved most eventful.  For it was there that she met 

Calvin Edward Hill.  Calvin, a native of Richmond Virginia, was a soldier stationed in Bridgeport at the Army 

Barracks on the South End of the city.  Also a Christian, they became friends and joined Walter’s Memorial 

AME Zion Church.  In 1944 they were married in Walter’s Memorial by Reverend R. B. Hurd, who was the 

Pastor at that time.  In June of 1945 they welcomed their son Calvin Jr, who at four months old, was baptized into 

the church by Reverend Hurd.      

     Always a leader, Elizabeth became a valued member of the Bridgeport community and Walter’s Memorial 

Church.  She sang in the choir for over 50 years under the direction of Mrs. 

Alice Farrar, she served on the Usher Board with her husband Calvin under 

the direction of Mr. Ralph McAden.  She also taught Sunday School junior 

classes and was the Sunday School secretary.  In her passion for teaching she 

tutored students in the church’s after school program. 

                                                         

Continue on page 6    

Mrs. Hill & Sandra Nelson (niece) 
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Interviewed and Submitted 

By Stephanie Francis  

 

Sis. Stephanie Francis - Mrs. Morton, you have been a member of Walters for a very 

long time. How long have you actually been a member of Walters? 

Sis. Cynthia Morton - I formally joined Walters in the nineteen-forties. That’s about 

seventy five years ago, isn’t it? I think so… I lived in Getersville, Virginia (Amelia 

County) and while attending college in Virginia I used to come to Bridgeport to stay 

with my aunt, Ester, during the summer to work. My aunt was a member of Walters and I often attended ser-

vice with her on Sundays. She lived close to Walters, on Broad Street down by what is now Harbor Yard. At 

that time there were houses on both sides of the street, with trees and flowers. When I graduated from college, 

I came to Bridgeport to live with my aunt and became a member of Walters. 

Sis. Stephanie Francis - As a member, what boards and committees have you been involved with over the 

years? 

Sis. Cynthia Morton - At first I taught Sunday School and was involved with Christian Ed. Activities. Then I 

became a stewardess. The men were stewards and the women were stewardesses. Back then they didn’t have a 

Deaconess board.  When Rev. Howard came to pastor here we were changed to Deaconesses. I was also a 

member of the Women’s Home and Overseas Missionary Society. I used to work with the Buds of Promise. 

Sis. Stephanie Francis -What are a couple of your fondest memories as a member of Walters? 

Sis. Cynthia Morton - Oh, I’ve enjoyed being a member of Walters and I have many fond memories; my chil-

dren were baptized here and grew up in Walters, but I’d have to say that my fondest memory was working 

with the girls on an interpretive dance to the Negro National Anthem, “Lift Every Voice and Sing.”  

Sis. Stephanie Francis - YES! That was one of my fondest memories as well, such a powerful and moving per-

formance.  I will never forget it. Where did you get the inspiration?   

Sis. Cynthia Morton – I always enjoyed thinking of movements to act out hymns and songs. When we were 

planning to host the annual conference, I can’t remember the year, I attended a meeting of the planning com-

mittee. Rev. Howard wanted the youth to do something and I suggested that we have some of our young ladies 

perform a dance to the Negro National Anthem. At that time they were doing an African dance and some li-

turgical dances. Rev. Howard loved my suggestion and I began sketching little stick figures right there at the 

table. He told me to get you or Miss Donna to work with me since you were already working with them. He 

wanted me to have a little help keeping the girls “focused.” I couldn’t get the whole group of young ladies to 

participate, but Laura Edmundson, Kiara Billie, and La Toya Jackson agreed. 

Sis. Stephanie Francis - I remember that day it was raining cats and dogs, but those girls came out and gave a 

performance that brought everyone to their feet. They looked like angels in those pastel pink chiffon dresses. 

Did you make those yourself?    

Sis. Cynthia Morton - No, I bought the fabric and took it to a seamstress. I asked if she could make the dress-

es using my own dress that I had worn for my twenty-fifth wedding anniversary as a model. It was like a kaftan 

with flowing sleeves…The girls didn’t like those dresses, but I thought they looked beautiful. And the head-

bands you bought with little pink flowers on them added the perfect touch.               Continue on page 7 

A CONVERSATION WITH MRS. CYNTHIA MORTON 



Mrs. Hill continue 

She is a leader and took every opportunity to work in the church and this leads her to become the President of the 

church’s Young Women’s Club.   

In addition, Elizabeth joined the Eastern Star because it was a Christian organization and because her husband Cal-

vin became a Mason.  She held every major office in the Eastern Star.  She is currently the Grand Commandress.  

This organization gave her the opportunity to travel extensively for the Masonic Order. 

     Elizabeth worked for Read’s Department Store and later Macy’s Department Store.   Between both companies, 

she worked for over 48 years.  During that time she also drove a bus and ambulance for the Red Cross for 11 

years.  There was no place she couldn’t drive these vehicles, a reflection of her ability and determination that al-

lowed her to earn her driver’s license after a one day driving lesson.      

     A sports enthusiastic, Elizabeth was an avid tennis player.  One of her tennis partners was Mr. Ralph McAden.  

She played all over the State and in all-Black tournaments which were held in Hartford Connecticut where she 

played and met Althea Gibson and Author Ash.    

     As a young girl, Elizabeth played the violin, but stopped playing it when she moved to Bridgeport.  However, in 

the family tradition, Elizabeth’s son, Calvin Jr became a celebrated Jazz musician whom she is very proud.  He 

gives concerts all over the world and currently lives in New Jersey.      

     Walter’s Memorial AME Zion Church continues to be a very important part of Elizabeth’s life.  As a young 

adult, church was the only place where young African American women and men could meet, socialize, and enjoy 

each other’s company.  On weekly bases, church was an all-day Sunday event.   As a result, Walter’s was a source 

of friendships, social gatherings, and spiritual uplifting.   

    Mrs. Hill is currently a resident of Maefair Health Care Center in Trumbull Connecticut.  She continues to be a 

woman of faith and an active member of her community.  She was elected as the President of the Maefair Center 

Residents’ Council and continues to have her say.  Elizabeth is a woman whose mental acuity and physical strength 

remains intact and she continues to astonish all.      

     Last quarter I spoke about the 

definition of mission work and en-

couraging you to explore ways to do 

mission work locally on a regular 

basis.   

     Let’s explore mission work from 

the angle of helping other organiza-

tions.  There are so many causes to 

get involved in. We see commer-

cials with starving children playing 

in piles of trash, animals being hunt-

ed to extinction, veterans in need of 

care, people living on the street in 

the middle of winter, the list can go 

on.    

Where is our place in all of these 

needs?  What can we do?  The sim-
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MISSIONARY IN EVERY WAY 

ple answer is join the cause that 

pulls at your heart strings.   

     For some the task can be daunt-

ing to start a new organization. And 

with so many organizations locally, 

nationally and internationally doing 

similar work that you are interested 

in it only makes sense to join a 

group that has already taken the 

time and resources to form a not for 

profit organization. 

you have found an organization, 

reach out to them to see what needs 

they have financially and physical-

ly.  Most organizations have a per-

son that deals with donations and 

volunteers to aid you in your per-

sonal calling.  

 

The AME Zion WH&OM has a list 

of affiliates that may be of  

interest.  www.whoms.org 

 

I encourage everyone to speak to the 

Lord about what mission work may be 

best for you and your  

family. 

 

Submitted by  
Tanaya Henry 
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MRS. MORTON continue 

From page 5 

Sis. Stephanie Francis - Mrs. Morton, I’ve really enjoyed talking with you about your membership at Walters. I 

just have one more question. What hopes do you have for the future of Walters? 

Sis. Cynthia Morton – Walters has always had a strong core group of members, but many of those members 

have passed on. I hope that the younger members will pick up the torch and carry on. We need to strengthen 

our core to keep Walters going. We need people to carry on with that original spirit and zeal. 

Sis. Stephanie Francis - Mrs. Morton, thank you so much for your time and your memories of Walters. I love 

you and God bless you. 

Sis. Cynthia Morton - No, thank you, for taking an interest in me and wanting to interview me. You can call me 

any time and if you’re not doing anything, come and visit me sometime. 

Submitted by Mrs. Stephaine Francis 

 

5th SUNDAY SERVICE...UNFADING HOPE 

Presiding Elder Rev. Timothy 

Howard.  It is a blessing to see 

how well he is doing.  When I 

look at Presiding Elder I see a 

walking miracle.  I can feel the 

presence of God as he talks.  I 

can see the light of God as he 

smiles.  You can’t tell me there is 

no God.  If there is no God, then 

tell me what am I seeing when I 

look into Presiding Elder How-

ard’s eyes.   Personally I see the 

Love of God all around him.  

The Love of God with every 

move he makes.  God’s presence 

is definitely  with our Elder. 

Presiding Elder preached for the 

5th Sunday service.  Even though 

this was not the original plan it 

worked.   

 

The inspiration that was laid on 

Presiding Elder’s heart came from 

Psalm 130; the title text was “An 

Unfading Hope in God”.  P.E. 

stated that “despair is a dying with-

in”.  We can remain troubled or 

choose hope.  Hope is good medi-

cine; hope helps us meet our 

goals.  He went on with three 

points to meditate on. 

 Unfading Hope in God requires 

having confidence in God.  

Hope is the future aspect of 

the Holy Ghost. 

 Unfading Hope in God requires 

putting your tomorrows in 

God’s hands 

 Unfading Hope in God requires 

waiting on the Lord.  He shall 

renew your strength.  Have 

enough strength to wait 

on the Lord.   

When the doors are 

locked, try another door.  

When the door opens and 

it looks despairing go 

through it anyway; god is 

waiting on the other side. 

Presiding Elder ended by 

saying, "Keep Hoping, it 

Keeps Hope Employed”.  

 

Submitted by  

Shelley Henry 



Vanessa Clayton Attends Her First Board Meeting 

 

The Board of Bishops Meeting was held February 17-18, 2016 at the Kenneth Monroe 

Transformation Center in Rock Hill, SC. The Discipline states that the Board shall 

meet semi-annually, mid-winter and summer, for the purpose of hearing reports from 

each Bishop and each official Board and entity of the AME Zion Church, including the 

Women’s Home & Overseas Missionary Society. This Board shall act on all matters 

brought before it for the good of the denomination.  

The Executive Board of the WH&OMS meets during this time. Sub-Committees meet and put together plans 

and proposals to carry out the mandates of the Quadrennial Convention, Constitution and By-Laws. The eleven 

elected officers and newly appointed Executive Director give reports of their labors and recommend programs 

to enhance the work of the Society within their departments. The twelve Missionary Supervisors give input and 

receive these reports in order to carry out the work in their Episcopal Districts. Highlights of each report are 

given below: 

Dr. Sandra L. Gadson, International President, reported on the great success of the Quadrennial Convention 

and the Emma B. Watson Overseas Institute. She is excited about the new theme, The Great Commission – a 

Global Outreach: Personal Calling, Personal Transformation, Personal Instruction, and Personal Commitment. 

She stated, “History defines for us our beginnings and even now we want to examine ourselves, learn and teach 

and commit ourselves in service to others.” 

She further reported on the advancements and improvements to the Janie Speaks Hospital in Ghana thanks to 

the $52, 000 raised during the last quadrennial and the new partnership with Project C.U.R.E., the largest pro-

vider of donated medical supplies and equipment to developing countries around the world. 

 

Angela Davis-Baxter, First Vice President, urged us to “…yield ourselves as vessels that are compassionate, inten-

tional, and change agents in the needs of others.” 

Renee Felton Pullen, Second Vice President, proposed a Satellite Institute to be held in Trini-

dad January 2017 . 

Also planning Leadership Institutes in the US in 2017 &2018. Let’s get ready to travel! 

 Dr. Joy Kennedy, General Coordinator of YAMS, proposed the following activities for the 

Young Adults in Zion: 

Outreach Ministry: Collaboration project with YACM for the collection of supplies (water bot-

Janie Speaks 

Hospital

Serving  over 
3000 yearly 

in the Village 
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tles, baby wipes, money) for crisis in Flint, MI. 

Outreach Ministry: Encourage young adult missionaries to participate with Habitat for Humanity Ser-

vice Projects (International Christian Ministry-Financial donations & Service Building Volunteer 

Projects). 

HIV/AIDS Education & Mentoring Opportunities: Inspire young adult missionaries to facilitate work-

shops and other mentoring activities with our youth. 

 

 Vicki L. Breaux, General Secretary, Youth Missionaries, provided Valuable V-Notes: 

 2016 ” Safe Water” Victory Project – collected $429.75; goal $2500 by August. Di-

rect Link: http://give. Water.org/fundraiser/4136/ 

 YOUth make a Difference t-shirt sale $10-$13 (forms at whoms.org ) 

 Youth Literature – sold out during convention but Mrs. Clayton has a copy; includes 

“Reflections of Youth” section (stories and meditations written by Youth across the denomination , 

including Hartford District Youth. 

 2016 Dorothy S. Johnson Youth Missionary Retreat – to be held on the campus of Bowling Green 

State University, Bowling Green, OH, August 4-7. Can we support Walters Youth ages 13-21 to at-

tend? 

  

Mrs. Cynthia Revels-Young, General Superintendent of Buds - urges all children and Local 

Superintendents to subscribe and write articles for My Buddy magazine (form on the website; 

also Buds Blast for Superintendents). 

 

 Mrs. Sara S. Cherrington, General Secretary Bureau of Supply – God’s Plan for sharing 

(GPS) outreach projects are: Provide supplies for the Feed My Lambs Pre-school in South 

Africa. 

Help furnish items for Adlise I. Porter Vocational School, Klikor, Ghana. 

 

 Mrs. Vanessa E. Clayton, General Chairman, Life Members Council, advises to get your 

stole orders in ASAP; price increase will go into effect January 1st.  

Support Heart for Overseas Missions Project to send new stoles Overseas. 

 

Scholarships are available to students attending any of our colleges or universities. Support the Margaret S. 

Willie Scholarship Fund. 

 

Submitted By  Mrs. Vanessa Clayton 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=crown+of+thorns&view=detailv2&&id=7A14FA6B1418261021995D5757B4DA4933D7ECDF&selectedIndex=151&ccid=P%2fQQ0Srk&simid=608021766376392639&thid=OIP.M3ff410d12ae426441e2e55d826272fd7H0
http://give
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THANK YOU  

On behalf of the Walters Local Lay 

Council; I would like to thank you for 

your support to the Connectional Lay 

Council and to our home lay council 

for a total of 40 current members.  

Thank you  

Walters Lay Council Supporters 

Rebecca Alston 

Odessa Bell 

Marylove Bevel 

David Billie 

Susan Billie 

Barbara Bolden 

Vanessa Clayton 

Sallie Cunningham 

Mae Dickey 

Lista Dixon 

Olin Dorsey 

Wendy Durant 

Gail Dullivan 

Gloria J. Eubanks 

Centry Gamble 

Donna Gamble 

Congratulations to  

Sallie Cunningham for being rec-

ognizes at the Hartford District 

WH&OM Mass Meeting for best 

attendance.  We are very proud to 

have you as our local WH&OM 

president.   

Keep up the great job!   

As God blesses you, you are a 

blessing to us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to  

Rachel Fletcher and family with the 

new addition to their family. 

Chayse Cooper was born  

April 7, 2016 at 7 lbs. 4 oz.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO... 

Lucille Hamiton 

Karen Hanratty 

Tanaya Henry 

Shelley Henry 

Beverly Hines 

Julia Jackson 

Deloris Jackson 

Henry Kelly 

Irene Kelly 

Arie Leaphart 

Lavell Lynch 

Della Marrow 

Ralph McAden 

Frances McFadden 

Lillian McKnight 

Cathy Mabane 

Roger Parks 

Vivian Reardon 

Rev. Carolyn Rogers 

King Rogers 

Pamela Sanders 

Daphine Scott 

Antoinette Smith 

Dasha Spell 

Let me know if I missed your name 

for being current. 

Of course my  hope and prayer is 

to have Walters at 100%.   To do 

this I need the 26 people whose 

membership has expired from last 

year to become current.   It would 

be great if this would happen be-

fore Annual Conference June.   

Membership is $5.00 per year and 

I would love to add your name to 

the Walters Lay Council Supporter 

List.   New members are always 

welcome. 

 

Submitted by Shelley Henry 

Local Lay President 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=It%27s+a+Boy+Balloon&view=detailv2&&id=D5A5F0F97D4B855749F0C02F121C7D21BC7D13F5&selectedIndex=20&ccid=gWSRDcJR&simid=608054086007655007&thid=OIP.M8164910dc251fa2a75c55429dca2ba5aH0
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LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING    

Walters youth celebrat-

ed Black History 

through song, dance 

and readings.  Here 

are a few of our future leaders 

of Walters reciting reading on 

well know people of our time.   

Maya Gamble 

done a fine job 

telling the story 

of Edwin Haw-

kins; the Ameri-

can gospel mu-

sician, pianist, choir master, 

composer, and arranger best 

known for his ar-

rangement of "Oh 

Happy Day".  

 
Jared Brown  
was assigned to tell 

about Thomas A. 

Dorsey, who wrote over 400 com-

positions, but it is for “Take My 

Hand, Precious Lord” that he is 

best known. 

Nathan Wilder 
told the story of 

Andréa Crouch, 

was an American 

gospel singer, song-

writer, arranger, 

record producer 

and pastor. He is 

referred to as "the father of mod-

ern gospel music" was known for 

his compositions "The Blood Will 

Never Lose Its Pow-

er", and "Soon and 

Very Soon". 

 

Jahleesa Merisier was 

so honored by telling 

Mahalia Jackson’s 

story as some us remembered 

the powerful contralto voice 

and how she was known as the 

"The Queen of Gospel". Ma-

halia is also known as becom-

ing one of the most influential 

gospel singers in the world and 

a civil rights activist. 

 

Kaylah Hatton 
end the walk 

down music 

memory lane 

with Tremaine 

Hawkins, an 

American gos-

pel music sing-

er whom at the age of 17 sang 

on The Edwin Hawkins Sing-

ers Choir's single "Oh Happy 

Day". 
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Walters Bazaar Day 

Held by the Walters Mis-

sionaries.  This turn out to 

be a great day; especially 

after the cake raffle.  The 

fish and chicken sandwich-

es  were good also.  Hope 

to see you there next year. 
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Walters A.M.E. Zion Church 

12 Gregory Street 

Bridgeport, Conn. 

 

Sunday May 15, 2016—4:00pm 

Walters Steward Day 

Walters Mem. AMEZ 

 

Monday May 16, 2016—6:00pm 

4th Quarterly Conference 

Walters Mem. AMEZ 

 

Saturday May 21, 2016 

Walters Steward Board presents 

Firemen vs Policeman Basketball 

Fundraiser 

 

Wednesday June 8-13, 2016 

New England Annual Conference 

Belmont AMEZ Worchester, Mass 

 

Bible Study Wednesdays 6:00pm 

 

Sunday School—9:30am 

 

Sunday Worship Service—11:00am 

 

Saturday April 16, 2016—10:00am 

Northeast Regional Lay Meeting 

Buffalo New York 

 

Sunday April 17, 2016 4:00pm 

Pastor’s Preaching Engagement 

Evans Mem. AMEZ, Norwich, CT 

 

Saturday April 30, 2016 –7:00pm 

Gospel Program Fundraiser 

Walters Mem. AMEZ 

Tickets $20/advance, $25/door 

$7/Children under 12 

 

Saturday May 7, 2016—10:00am 

Hartford District Lay Meeting 

St. Stephens AMEZ, Branford, CT. 

 

Saturday May 7, 2016—11:00am 

Walters Mem. AMEZ 

Mothers Day Brunch—$10.00 

 

 

 

Thank you for your support  and 

help with this newsletter.   It is tru-

ly a blessing to do this.  If you have 

any suggestions on what you would 

like to see in the next issue please 

let me know by calling Shelley Hen-

ry at 203-751-0433 or emailing  

sagh9@hotmail.com.    

 

 

waltersmem@aol.com 

Building For Our Future 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 

Walters A.M.E. Zion Church 

12 Gregory Street 

Bridgeport, Conn. 
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